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Win All 




for Peace, Plea of Socialists from II Lands 



We have secured a copy j$ the stirring 
manifesto issued' by the International Social- 
ist Conference recently held at IZimmerwald, 
Switzerland, with representatives "present 
from the principal warring countries. This 
is really the first statement of any large body 
of Socialists from various nations issued since 
the war began. It was signed by Socialists 
from eleven countries and reads as follows; 



THE war has now continued for inore 
than a year. Millions of corpses 
cover the battlefields, millions of men have 
been turned into lifelong cripples. Europe, 
has become a gigantic human slaughter* 
.house. The whole civilization, created by 
generations of labor, has been devastated. 
The wildest barbarism celebrates its tri- 
umph over all that has hitherto been the 

pride of mankind. 

* * * • 

V IMPERIALISM CAUSED WAR. 

WHATE VER MAY be the truth as to 
the responsibility for the outbreak of this 
war — one thing is sure : The war that has 
brought forth this chaos is the result of 
imperialism,, of the ambitions of the capi- 
talist classes of each nation to nourish 
their profit lust from the exploitation of 
human labor and .the natural resources of 
the globe. 

Economically backward or economically 
weak nations have accordingly fallen under 
the yoke of the great powers, who seek in 
this war to transform the map of the 
world with blood and iron to make it cor- 
respond with their exploiting interests. So 
it is that the fate of whole peoples and 
nations,, like Belgium, Poland, the Balkan 
states and the Armenians, is to be' divided 
as prey in the game of compensation, and 
to be torn entirely or partially into frag- 
ments, and then annexed. 

* * * * 

WAR MOTIVES BARED. 

THE MOTIVE forces of the war in all 
their baseness come into view as the strug- 
gle goes on, SHRED BY SHRED EVERY 
VE!T TORN AWAY^y wJttfck it has 
been sought to hide the truth about this 
world catastrophe from the knowledge of 
the peoples. 

The capitalists of all countries that 
would coin the blood of their peoples into 
the red gold of profits assert that the 
war is for the- defense, of fatherlands, of 
democracy, or the liberation of oppressed 



peoples. THEY LIE. In fact and in truth 
they would bury within each nation the de- 
vastated liberties of their own peoples to- 
gether with the independence of other na- 
tions. - 

NEW FETTERS, NEW CHAINS, NEW 
BURDENS. ARE ARISING AND THE 
PROLETARIAT OF EVERY COUNTRY, 
CONQUERORS AS WELL AS CON- 
QUERED, MUST BEAR THESE. 

Betterment of conditions was proclaim- 
ed at the ou 4 break of the war — misery and 
deprivation, unemployment and high 
prices, undernourishment and pestilence 
were the actual results. For decades to 
come the costs of war will devour the best 
energies of the peoples, endanger achieve- 
ments of social reform and prevent every 
progressive step. 

* * * * 

WAR LEAVES ONLY RUIN. 
CULTURAL DESOLATION, economic 
destruction, political reaction-r-these are 
the blessings of this monstrous contest of 
nations. 

So it is that war reveals the naked form 
of modern capitalism as irreconcilable, not 
alone with the interests of the working 
class, nor with the interests of historical 
evolution, but with the very elementary 
conditions of human association. 

The ruling powers of capitalist society, 
in whose hands' the history of the peoples 
rest, monarchial as well as republican gov- 
ernments, the secret diplomacy, t^e pow- 
erful associated monopolies, the bourgeoise 
parliaments, the capitalist press and the 
church — all these share the responsibility 
for this war that has arisen out of the 
society they have nourished and protect- 
ed, and for whose interests it is conducted. 

Laborers! Exploited, outlawed, de- 
spised—when war broke out and you were 
wanted on the field of slaughter, you Were 
addressed as brothers and comrades. Now, 
when militarism has crippled, mangled, 
crushed and destroyed you, the rulers de- 
mand that you shall surrender your inter- 
ests, your goal, your ideal and, in a word, 
stitbffiit^toa slavish subjection in the name 
of civic harmony. THEY WOULD ROB 
•STOU OF THE POSSIBILITY OF EX- 
PRESSING YOUR IDEAS, YOUR FEEL- 
INGS, EVEN YOUR SUFFERINGS, AND 
WOULD DEPRIVE YOU OF THE POW- 
ER OF PRESSING YOUR DEMANDS OR 
EVEN OF DEFENDING THEM. The 
press is muzzled, political rights and liber- 



ties are trodden under foot — military dic- 
tation rules today with an iron fist. 

. * * * * 

MUST FACE FACTS. 
THIS CONDITION, which threatens the 
entire future of Europe and of humanity, 
We cannot and dare not longer face with- 
out action. 

, F«t- decades the Socialist proletariat has 
led the figfct against militarism. With in- 
creasing apprehension its representatives 
occupied themselves at their national and 
international gatherings with the ever 
more threatening danger of war arising 
out off imperialism. At Stuttgart, Copen- 
hagen and Basle international Socialist 
congresses have pointed the way that the 
proletariat must go. 

Socialist parties and labor organizations 
of various countries that had agreed on 
this way, have since the beginning of the 
war disregarded the duties that followed 
from this agreement. . Their representa- 
tives have called on labor to cease the 
class struggle, the only possible and effec- 
tive means of proletarian emancipation. 

"* * ♦ ♦ 

LABOR USED AS TOOL. 
THEY HAVE given their assent to the 
riding class for the war credits, they have 
placed themselves at the disposal of gov- 



How You Can Help! 

THIS proclamation by European So- 
1 cialists tells what happened to Eu- 
rope because of the mad competition 
between the nations in the building up 
of huge armaments. The United States 
is headed in the same direction. The 
European Socialists are doing all in 
their power to reclaim, that continent 
from the abyss of barbarism. Ameri- 
can Socialists must halt the United 
States in its insane plunge towards mil- 
itarism. You can help by distributing 
a bundle of "THE MEYER LONDON 
^DITION w of The American S<*ciaHst* 
dated Dec. 4, which will tell of the fight 
that Meyer London, the Socialist con- 
gressman from New York, supported by 
the one million voting Socialists of the 
United , States, will make against the 
monster of militarism in the congress 
that opens its sessions Dec. 6. 



ernments for various services, they have 
through their press and their emissaries 
sought to win neutrals to the governmental 
policy of. their countries, they have sent 
'Socialist ministers into the governments as 
whips to guard civil peace, and thereby 
they have, before the working class, for 
the present and the future, accepted re- 
sponsibility for this war, its objects and 
its methods. And like the various individ- 
ual parties, the official representative of 
the Socialists of all countries, the interna- 
tional Socialist bureau, has also failed. 

These facts have brought about a condi- 
tion where the international working class 
that was not directly carried away by the 
national panic of the first days of war, 
or that has freed itself from that panic 
have not yet been able, in the second year 
of the war, to find ways and means to 
bring their effective power into action for 
peace simultaneously in all countries. 
* * * * 

INTERNATIONALISM. 

IN THIS unendurable condition we, the 
representatives of Socialist parties, unions 
and minorities of these, we Germans, 
French, Italians, Russians, Poles, Letts, 
Roumanians, Swedes, Norwegians, Dutch 
and Swiss, we who do not stand on the 
ground of national solidarity with the ex- 
ploiting class, but on the ground of the in- 
ternational solidarity of the proletariat 
and the class struggle, have come together 
in order to knit up the broken threads of 
international relations, and TO CALL THE 
WORKING CLASS TO SELF - CON - 
SCIOUSNESS AND TO THE STRUG- 
GLE FOR PEACE. 

This struggle is the struggle for liberty, 
, for fraternity and for Socialism. It is 
time to take up this battle for peace and 
for a peace without annexations or war 
indemnities. Such a peace is only pos- 
sible on conditon of the condemnation of 
all violence against the rights and liber- 
ties of the peoples. Neither the posses- 
sion of whole nations nor of separate sec- 
tions of nations must be permitted to lead 
to forcrbie incorporation.. No annexation, 
either open or masked, and no forcible eco- 
nomic union secured through any viola- 
tion of political rights must be made. The 
right of self-determination of peoples must 
be the indestructible foundation of the cre- 
ation of national relations. 

Proletarians! Since the outbreak of rile 
war you have devoted your strength, your 



courage, your endurance to the service of 
the ruling class. THE TIME HAS NOW 
COME TO STAND FORTH FOR YOUR 
OWN CAUSE, for the sacred purpose of 
Socialism, for the liberation of oppressed 
peoples, for all subject classes and for the 
irreconcilable, proletarian class-struggle. 

It is the task and the duty of the Social- 
ists of the warring countries to take up 
the full burden of this struggle. It is the 
task and the duty of the . Socialists of all 
neutral countries to support with all their 
strength their brothers in this struggle 
against bloody barbarism. 

Never in the history of the world was 
there a more imperative, a higher or more 
sublime task than this, whose fullfillment 
must be our common work. No sacrifice 
is too great, no load too heavy to bear in 
order to attain the goal of peace among 
the nations. 

Workingmen and working women! 
Mothers and fathers! Widows and or- 
phans! Wounded and cripples! All who 
have suffered from war or through war, 
we call to you over the frontiers, over the 
smoking slaughter fields, over devastated 
cities and villages : PROLETARIANS 
OF ALL NATIONS, UNITE ! 



This manifesto was signed in the name of 
the International Socialist Conference by the 
following: 

For the German delegation, Goorg Lede- 
bour, Adolph Hoffman. 

For the French, A. Bourderon, A. Merr- 
heim. 

For the Italian, G. E. Modigliani, Constan- 
tine Lazzari. > 

For the Russian, N. Lenin, Paul Axelrod, M. 
Babroff. 

For the Poles, St. Lapinski, A. Warski, 
Cz. Hanecki. 
For the Inter-Balkan Socialist Federation: 
Roumania, C. Racovski; Bulgaria, Waasil Kol- 
arow. 

For the Swedes and Norwegians, Z. Hog- 
lund, Ture Neman. 

For the Dutch, H. Kolana Hoist.. 

For the Swiss, : Robert Grimm, Charles 
Naine. 

The Independent Labor party of England 
had declared itself in sympathy with the con- 
" f erence and had elected delegates, but the 
British government refused to issue pass- 
ports, and therefore their names cannot be 
officially signed. 



Exploiters' Private Army of 
Srike Breakers Near Doom In 
Chicago Big La bor Victory 

By J, L. ENGDAHL. > 

PRIVATE SLUGGERS in labor struggles are a thing of the 
past in Chicago. The time when the masters of industry 
can recruit ex-convicts from the dregs of the underworld to go out 
on the streets of the city to murder and maim men and women, 
girls and boys on strike for a little more bread — this time has 
^passed forever. 

That is the meaning of action forced thru the Chicago City 
Council by its two battling Socialist aldermen. This is a victory 
in the halls of government, of the nation's second largest city, that 
should inspire and encourage the battered but not beaten forces 
of labor in all the cities of the land. 

When the private armies of the exploiters have been mus- 
tered out, because the growing power of labor demands it, then 
organizd toil is near ultimate and complete victory. 

Hundreds of special police, private detectives as they are 
called, were sworn in immediately 30,000 garment workers declared 
war on Chicago's clothing barons. They inaugurated a reign of 
terror, with the passive consent of the regular Chicago police 
force, that roused the best fighting blood of the strikers. 

The two Socialist aldermen 
went on the picket line with the 
strikers and spoke at their 
meetings. Alderman William E. 
Rodriguez, who is a lawyer, 
helped handle the strike cases 
as hundreds after hundreds 
were arrested. 

Strikers by the hundreds were bail- 
ed out of filthy police dungeons and 
jury cases demanded. In one instance 
so many arrests were made, so many 
strikers — men and girls — were jam- 
med into the enclosed police automo- 
biles that the victims had to break 
the windows to get air or suffocate. 
Situation Desperate. 
It was a desperate situation that 
confronted .the strikers when Alder ■* 
,man: Rodriguez introduced his reso-, 
lotion in "the City Council demanding 
ari investigation of police brutality. 
Aldermen; are always -in favor of in- 
vestigations, And so they turned the 
;inatter oyer | to the committee on 
schools, police^ fire and civil service, 
which numherjs among its members 
the other Socialist alderman, John C. 
Kennedy. j ■ . 
■ This committee found that it had 
Stumbled into a real investigation of a 
strike. The city's chief of. police wa* 
called on the carpet with his*first as- 



sistant, who had direct charge of the 
strike. 

These usually arrogant police heads 
■were forced to admit that, they con 
suited the clothing bosses,, even be- 
fore the strike started, regarding "po- 
lice protection." They confessed they 
had not even thought of consulting 
with the union officials. 

The first acquaintance the strikers 
had with the police and the bosses' 
sluggers was when they were shot at 
and clubbed; when the motorcycle and 
mounted police rode into and dis- 
persed their peaceful , picket lines, 
when they were either sent to a po? 
lice station or a hospital. 
' Girl Strikers, Tell Stories. 

Girl strikers told stories of how not 
-only the bosses' private detectives, but 
the police as well, tried to persuade 
them to take the "easier way,", how 
they promised to find "men friends" 
for them, how they were insulted and 
kicked into the street when they re- 
sented these advances and tried to 
continue with their work of peacefully 
picketing the struck factories. 

It was a sordid story the givls told, 
with choking sobs and teaj?s in their 
eyes. There was -hot a loophole for 
the City - Council committee to es- 
cape thru. It was r face to face with 



facts. It found an avenue of retreat, 
however. It voted unanimously to 
slug the sluggers, and incidentally 
the clothing barons, by urging the 
City Council to abolish *the employers' 
private army of Hessians. 

Bosses Are Indignant, 
The committee had an additonal 
reason for taking this position. The 
garment manufacturers probably do 
not yet realize that there are two So- 
cialists in the City Council. There- 
fore, when the council committee re- 
spectfully requested the garment man- 
ufacturers to appear before them and 
state their case, they stubbornly re- 
fused to take any notice of the coun- 
cil committee and impressed their 
righteous .indignation over the inter- 
ference of the city's aldermen in their 
private affairs. 

Of course the democratic and re- 
publican aldermen felt they had been 
insulted and*- so they decided to hit 
back. They struck a smashing blow 
by urging the City Council to revoke 
all the certificates of appointment of 
the special police on strike duty, by 
ordering the police department to get 
a record of all the special strike po- 
lice, their former, occupations and 
criminal records, if any, the names 
of the detective agencies that had 
furnished them, in additon to other 
matters that the employers do not 
like to have investigated. 
Republican Turns "Friend of Labor." 

The righteous wrath of the regular 
council committee that had investi- 
gated "police brutality" was supple- 
mented by the increasing indignation 
of a special committee ' headed by a 
republican alderman irom the same 
ward represented by Socialist Alder- 
man. R6driguez,. Chicago having two 
uldermen from- each ward. Rodri- 
guez' brilliant record in'the street car 
strike had. suddenly made "a friend 
of labor" out of the republican alder- 
man, with the result that he had him- 
self appointed chairman of a special 
committee to 'investigate,, and, if pos- 
sible, arbitrate the strike. This spe- 
cial committee had been turned down 
cold by the bosses, who refused to 
discuss the strike jjdth thom . at all, 
and it, too, roportedto the City Coun- 
cil that it had been insulted. , 

These were the moving factors, 
with the Socialist aldermen in the 
background, pulling the strings, that 
caused the Chicago^ City Council, by 
a vote Of 60 to 6, to instruct thereity's- 
mayor and chief of police to wipe out 
the .clothing barons' private ~ army, ; 
after taking a census of its. member- 
ship, which will make verjr in|er«s^^ 
ing reading. The corpt>ratiotf? Mce* 



lings on the floor of the City Coun- 
cil tried to head off the breaking 
storm, but their protests were uncere- 
moniously swept aside or almost unan- 
imously voted down. 

Interprets Action Taken. 
While the City Council was voting 
to maintain its dignity in spite, of the 
clothing manufacturers, Socialist Al- 
derman Kennedy pointed out to them 
the real significance of what they were 
doing. , 

"The big question that we have be- 
fore us," Kennedy told the City Coun- 
cil, is whether the manufacturers can 
use the city of Chicago to beat the 
workers into submission." 

And that is the real effect that the 
vote of the City Council will have on 
the, strike situation. The garment 
manufacturers will soon wake up, and 
when they do they will suddenly dis- 
cover that because there are two So- 
cialists in the Chicago City Council, 
therefore they cannot use the city of 
Chicago to break the strike of the 
garment Workers. 

In the meantime the council com- 
mittee on schools, fire, police and civil 
service will not be permitted to white- 
wash the Chicago police department, 
however anxious its members may be 
to do so. The council passed an oiv 
der, introduced by Alderman Rodri- 
guez, demanding that this committee 
submit a complete, report of its in- 
vestigation. Before it is all over it 
is expected that the Chicago police 
department, one of the best strike- 
breaking organizations in the country, 
will have been considerably chastened, 
and it will adopt more humane meth- 
ods in handling strike situations. 
Open Meetings to Public. 
•This all took place at the council 
meeting held on the day "that Mayor 
Thompson, who beeame a presidential 
possibility when he closed the saloons 
on' Sunday, returned from his trip to 
the San Francisco exposition. Inci- 
dental to his , return the galleries of 
the council chambers were again jam- 
med by '^Thompson boosters," while 
the garment strikers and delegates of 
■the Chicago Federation of Labor, who 
had. come to register their protest, 
were^deniod admission. Even the old 
party aldermen didn't" like-^bis, and 
Alderman Kennedy's motion to throw 
open the council meetings, to- all— -first, 
come, first admitted — was passed 
without , anyone, not eveftr Mayor 
Thompsoji, daring to object* This is 
tfce situation as -Chicago Socialists:" 
ofien their campaign to sendjniore So- 
cTj»hsts to the- City Council At the elec- 
tion ftext spring. .--*■■«.• 



Don't be a kicker. Let the mas- 
ters ride you in safety. 



Let the cry go up over all the 
land, "No crop,, no rent." Pledge all 
candidates for the legislature to stand 
for that principle enacted into law. 



After all, John D.'s private union 
gets its strength from the fool posi- 
tion of the old unions to the effect 
that the interest of the laborer and 
capitalist is identical. 



New York bankers "lend" money 
to European powers. Then they spend 
the money with themselves, as man- 
ufacturers of munitions of war, for 
war materials. They never turn over 
a penny of the money at any time.' 
Great game of capitalism. 



Europe's trouble all comes of a 
contest to see which of the mem- 
bers of a criminal and imbecile fam- 
ily are going to get the most spoils 
of the workers of Europe. And the 
workers of Europe are fighting to di- 
vide themselves. 



Europe is sending gold here for 
real wealth as represented by wheat 
and food. American capitalists are 
getting the gold. The country it- 
self is getting nothing' but merely 
being depleted of its wealth. And 
this is sensible "business." 



There is not only _a rally of the 
reactionaries, but also there is a wel- 
ter of corruption similar to that 
which followed the Spanish-American 
war in the watering of stocks. The 
masters are in the saddle and riding 
hard; and what are you going to do 
about it? 



Some day the nations of Europe 
that are now buying munitions of 
war In America will "get even" with 
this country because her capitalists 
sold them junk for guns ajtd worms 
[for meat and sawdust for jsowder. 
That is "business" for you. 



This is the way it works: War 
contracts made it certain tha^ aiunii 
tions factories could make 50 per cent 
on their investment. They therefore, 
increased their capital stock, with- 
out further investment, in order to 
make the profit appear to be only 6 
per cent, and now insist on making 
10 per cent on the new "capital stock. 
Just as easy as' pie under a .fool sys- 
tem. 



SeideLStirs Throngs; 
Starts his American 
Socialist TourinEast 

Emil Seidel started The American 
Socialist Lecture Course at Elizabeth, 
N. J., and in New York City, last 
week, before big audiences. By the 
time this issue of The American So- 
cialist reaches you, George R. Kirk 
Patrick will also have started, follow 
ing Seidel. Our cartopnist, Ryan Wal 
ker, is now preparing to supplement: 
the work of these two great speakers 
with his great cartoon lecture. 

Here is part of what The Call, the 
New York Socialist daily, had to say 
in reporting Seidel's speech: 

He had Heme quiet sarcasm about 
the folly of preparedness, saying that 
after spending millions of dollars the 
nations would always remain weak, 
for none of them ever felt they Averc 
quite strong enough. 

"They tell us- our navy is weak, but 
if we spend millions of dollars for bat- 
tleships, we. would still be weak," he 
said. He roundly scored the prepared- 
ness program of President Wilson, 
who wished to spend $500,000,000 lor 
a bigger army and navy. "Europe >3 
a good example of preparedness,*' 
said Seidel. "They had more than 
§500,000,000 worth and they are all 
at each others' throats." 

He pointed out some of the con- 
ditions existing in the United States, 
the vast numbers of unemployed, un- 
derfed, underpaid workers and their 
children, the common evils of poor 
housing and poor nourishment. 
Why Build Battleships? 

"For what should we build more 
battleships ?" he asked. "Most of Us 
have no homes, many of us, rarely 
have a squara meal, the majority are 
not well clothed. What have we to 
•mild battleships for on which, W3 must 
pay the greatest share of the .tax ? " 

He spoke of some of the functions 
of governments which failed to work 
for the benefit of the great majority 
of. its inhabitants. He spoke of - the 
land swindles that have been perpe- 
trated in th^ country (he mentioned 
the Rosebud reservation frauds- .and 
the Everglades swindle), and the gov- 
ernment was" the silent jartner. He 
;said that when unemployment ^was 
ripe and evictions were, the rule in 
the cities, particularly New 1 York City, 
in 1913 and 1914, the authorities did, 
nothing to aid the unfortunates, the, 
cold and the hungry, but investigate. 
"They always investigate,*' he said. 



Therefore, Seidel urged his audi- 
ence to be wary of those who cried 
for big navies and big armies. He 
said these were principally to protect 
the robber class. 

His Preparedness Idea. 

"Edison says the next war will be 
won by brains and machinery," re- 
marked. Seidel. "Then here is the 
preparedness to urge on President 
Wilson: See that the agencies of 
government are exerted to get good, 
clean food and good homes and clothes 
for the people of this nation. Then 
we can sifpport the brains and we 
will be prepared. An undernourish- 
ed, poorly educated nation cannot 
fight even if it has a $500,000,000 
army and navy." 

He gave some of the records of 
school children in the larger cities 
who never had three full meals a day, 
and what they did get was mostly 
adulterated with preservatives and 
dyes. He mentioned the fact that 
food was often destroyed to give the 
speculators profit rather than have 
the poor get cheap food. He spoke 
of the 8,000,000 women in industry, 
the future mothers of the nation, that 
seemed not to affect the government in 
the least and for which it would be 
difficult to get a 50-cent appropriation, 
altho they were worth more to the na- 
tion than battleships. 



UTAH >OW PLANS TO SHOOT 
JOE HILL, LABOR POET, NOV. 19 
The Stite of Utah has set a new 
date for the shooting of Joseph Hill- 
strom, better known as Joe Hillj the 
I. W. W. poet. The first shooting, 
•which had been set for Oct. 1, was 
stopped by an appeal of President 
Wfilson to Governor Spry for clem- 
ency on request of the Swedish min- 
ister to this country. He has now been 
ordered shot to death Friday, Nov. 19. 



(By Wire to The American Socialist.) 

Ida Crouch Hazlett was "arrested at 
Douglas, Ga., Oct. 16, after a speech 
of four hours, during which all tho 
forces of an irate gang of politicians 
were directed against her. They hired 
drunken men to draw the attention Qf 
the crowd, a man with a megaphone, 
and finally secured a band ahd pjaceu 
it in a room directly over where she 
was speaking. 

She demanded protection and was 
arrested, but let her go on her pre- 
sentation of her rights under the law. 
A crowd of 1,000 persons watched the 
remarkable performance. 
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Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fighting for Socialism they do not have 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBER J2. 

Bulgaria begins hostilities against Serbia; 
Germans capture Semendria en Danube River; 
Russian troops will join British and .French 
in Balkans; Roumania reported to \S* Mo- 
bilizing army. 

President Yuan of China says people *MBt 
decide question of establishing monarchy at 
the polls. 

Fifteen thoasand Chicago striking .garment 
Workers parade through clothing manufac- 
turing district. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

Zeppelins make another raid on London, 
killing eight and injuring 34. 

Revelation has broken out at Guatemala, 
according to advices received at New Orleans. 

War cost stuns Great Britain and nation 
is urged to save! Save! ' 

Interest thruout belligerent countries cen- 
ters in Austro-German and Bulgarian invasion 
of Serbia, Anglo-French landing St Saloitiki, 

5 remised active intervention of Russia, and 
tplomatic possibilities in Greece and Rou- 
mania. 

Long pending trial of directors and former 
directors of New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford railroad begins in federal court, New 
York City. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

Dry campaign looms as issue at polls in Il- 
linois; will spread to become 1916 national 
campaign issue. 

Kaiser offers Gibraltar to Spain, and Fin- 
land to Sweden, for aid in war. 

Carranza takes two Villa towns; now con- 
trolling all but one port on the west coast of 
Mexico. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15. 

British cabinet members at odds over ques- 
tion of conscription, the Balkan situation and 
the Dardanelles expedition. 

Great Britain declares war on Bulgaria. 
Roumania decides to maintain neutrality. 

One killed and four wounded in political 
row over recounting of votes in democratic 
primary at Charleston, S. C. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16. 

Great excitement in capitalist press over dis- 
covery that Mrs. Edith Boiling Gait, President 
Wilson's bride-to-be, weighs 160 pounds. 

London coroner finds that nine victims of 
German Zeppelin air raid died from fright. 

Allies speed troops to aid trapped Serbian 
army. Report British submarines in Baltic 
Sea have sunk five German transports. 

Declared slaughter of Armenians by Turks 
threatens entire race. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17. 

Czar of Russia issues imperial ukase pro- 
claiming "a state of war" in Moscow and the 
Moscow district. Supposed to • have come as 
result of many strikes declared by workers. 
SpairKs cabinet plans to quit. 

France declares war on Bulgaria, and repub- 
lic's troops immediately engage enemy along 
Saloniki-Nish railway near Greek border. 

Italy to float $25,000,000 loan in United 
States. " 

MONDAY. OCTOBER 19. 

British government splits when Sir Edward 
Carson, attorney general in the Asquith coali- 
tion cabinet, resigns. 

Woman is bayoneted by militia in strike on 
Nashua Mfg. Co., at Nashua, N. H. 

President Wilson to urge billion for defense 
in speech at New York, Nov. 4. 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

(From the British Labor Leader.) 

Avanti, the organ of the Italian So- 
cialist Party, gives a report of the re- 
cent International Socialist Confer- 
ence, but since the censor has deleted 
large portions of it, and presumably 
the most important portions, much 
of what occurred, is not revealed. 

Avanti is able to say,, however, that 
"the enthusiastic efforts of our Com- 
rade Morgari (wfyo^ctfganized the con- 
ference) have been crowned with the 
fullest success." 

The conference met at Zimmerwald, 
a little village nestling at the foot 
of the- snow-clad peaks of the Jung 
frau. For five /lays the utmost una 
nimity marked the discussions. 
"Frenchmen and Germans,", states 
Avanti, "gripped hands cordially ana 
vowed to work in common for their 
common ideals." 

Invitations to the conference were 
sent to the. Socialist parties of the 
neutral countries and to those sec- 
tions of the parties of the belligerent 
nations which have refused to identi- 
fy themselves with their governments 
in the, prosecution of the war. Dele- 
gates ' were present from Germany, 
France, Italy, Russia, Poland, Rouma- 
nia. Sweden, Norway, Holland, and 
Switzerland. The h L. P. and th« 
% S, P. appointed delegates, but they 
were refused passports by the foreign 
office. The conference unanimously 
held the view that no attempt shou'J 
be made to supersede the old Inter- 
national ', it denned its purpose as 
the summoning of the workers of all 
nations to a common peace campaign, 
the creation of a center for such i 
campaign, and the recalling of th< 
organized working class to its funda 
mental Socialist mission. The pro- 
ceedings commenced by the delegates 
from the belligerent nations report- 
ing upon the position of the labor 
movement in their respective coun- 
tries. Unanimously they voiced the 
view that the working class could gain 
nothing from an Imperialist war, and 
that they should not identify them- 
selves with it. They also emphasized 
the point that the campaign for peace 
can not be effective unless it is inter- 
national, and each speaker urged the 
necessity of the co-operation of the 
Socialists of neutral countries. 



Thb Thir d Inte rnational 

NOTE.— Alexandra KoUoniar has ins* arrived 'in this country from wan-torn 
Europe and is now, touring, the nation under th)i direction of the German Federa- 
tion of the Nations! Socialist *«rty, . In this artiste she slves some of her ideas on 
the reorganization of the international forces of Stdalism. 



HANGING IN PUBLIC. 

When "The South" recently in- 
dulged in a "public hanging," attend- 
ed by holiday throngs, many news- 
papers in "The North" let up a wail 
of horror. They claimed that noth- 
ing like that could happen north, of 
the Mason and Dixon line. 

But "The North" has just indulged 
in a similar celebration. It is claimed 
that 3,000 persons saw a negro mount 
a gallows erected in the public square 
at Murphysboro, 111., and later swing 
from the end of a rope for 23 min- 
utes until strangled to death, tl is 
also declared that 6,000 persons 
crowded the streets of the city, not 
being able to gain admission to the 
stockade and witnes the killing. 

"The North" is therefore equally 
guilty with "The South" in the pos- 
session of an appetite for witnessing 
public hangings. Such debauches will 
never come to an end until capital 
punishment is abolished forever in all 
sections of the country. 



If the war killed off every Socialist 
in Europe it would not kill Socialism. 
The capitalist system breeds discon- 
tent and inquiry leads inevitably to 
Socialism. 



"PROPER" FREE SPEECH. 

THE trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania made several at- 
tempts as individuals to explain 
why they fired Scott Nearing. They 
have at last attacked the job as an 
organized body. The outcome of their 
combined intellects is a statement that 
free speech is guaranteed to the teach 
ers when it is exercised "in a proper 
manner, upon proper occasions, and 
with proper respect for the dignity 
of their relationship to the universi- 
ty." 

We submit that this would be some 
free speech — but mighty little. It is 
just exactly the kind of free speech 
that Czar Nick, Philip of Spain and 
the Council of Ten believed in. For 
of course the trustees, like the other 
and more important tyrants of his 
tory, are to decide what is proper 
Of course their decision would be sub 
ject to the advice and counsel of the 
Pennsylvania railroad, the Bethlehem 
Steel works and the Philadelphia trac- 
tion corporations. 

There can be no such thing as a 
"proper" freedom of speech, where 
propriety is decided by anything ex 
cept the will of the whole community 
of speakers. That community has, 
through libel and other laws, set cer- 
tain limits to the freedom of the 
press and platform. If these limits 
are wrong they can be changed while 
democracy remains. Until they are 
changed they should be the only lim 
its on free speech. 

A teacher, editor, writer or citizen 
of any kind with a gag on is not a 
free man or woman. His teaching 
or writng or speaking will serve only 
to deceive, those who heed him. 

That is why the discharge of 
teacher is of so much more interest 
to the public than of a person in any 
other occupation. The public wants 
to know whether it is getting adulter- 
ated goods when it buys education 
That is why a "proper" freedom of 
speech is most improper. — The Mil- 
waukee Leader. 



Capitalism is a scheme for enabling 
a few to live at the expense of the 
many. Socialism is a complete so 
cial organization that will end spe 
cial privilege and establish opportu 
nity for all. 



Tell Them About Meyer London 

KfVERYONE will want to know about Meyer London, the Socialist con 
gressman, and what he intends to do when congress opens Monday, De 
cember 6. The MEYER LONDON EDITION of The Americari\socialist will 
tell them, not only what Congressman London will do, but. also wha? Victor 
L. Berger, the first Socialist congressman, did do, and what the Socialists in 
other nations have accomplished in the various national law-making bodies 
This issue will also be another weapon to fight war and all preparations for 
war. Use this blank to. send in your order now! 

The American Socialist, 

803 West Madison St., Chicago. 

COMRADES:— I want to distribute a bundle of the MEYER LONDON 
EDITION of The American, Socialist, dated Saturday, December 4, to help 
arouse sentiment in favor of" the Socialist measures that will be intro- 
duced into the next congress by our representative from New York City. 

I am enclosing $. , for which please send me 

copies of this edition. 

Fraternally, 

Name....... 

Street............ " < 

City.;.... ....State. > 

BUNDLE RATES— 50 cents per W0; « for 400 { 92.60 for 500; $5 per 1,000, and 925 
for 5,000. - . i . 



-~ By Alexandra Kollantay 

WHEN in the distant future some historian shall picture" the bloody year 
of horror, and describe the shattering crisis in the labor movement 
and the division and dissolution # the Socialist International, he will be 
compelled to declare: "In the depths, in spite of all the wavering of faith 
and pessimism, in spite of the despnir and ruling distrust of one another, 
there arose during this time the fresh And vital germ of a new international 
of labor, that international that has fulfilled the great work of releasing 
the proletariat from the yoke of capitalism." 

The third international is no Utopia, no "baseless vision" of incorrigible 
optimism. The elements fron* which it is to be built are already in our midst, 
and have been called into life by :the existing crisis. The new international 
of labor is made up «>f such men as JCarl Liebknecht, the members of the 
Russian duma languishing in Siberia, of the ever-growing "left" of the Ger- 
man and Russian Social-Democratic parties that have remained true to the 
principles of the class struggle wid Socialism. 

. '\- * * * 

.- TltE ; .NI3WV ELEMENTS. 
The third international of later Includes the brave Italian comrades who 
have protested to the last, against the murder of the people. In the new 
international are the few iFre^eh; Socialists and unions and the numerous 
English party members of the Ittdfependent Labor Party and the British So- 
cialist Party, who have -fought for $fe fundamental principles of the working 
class, who have raised their protest *g£inst the war and who will have noth- 
ing to do with "civil peace." The new, coming international is composed, of 
those workers who have met the compulsory "civil peace" with strikes and 
uprisings. 

But the real, the firm basis of the new international must be formed of 
the Socialist youths. Youth, the bearer of the future — youth, that cares so 
little for the past and expects everything from the coming Jife and. the fu- 
ture. Youth, whose heart is not contaminated with the little bourgeoise men- 
tality and whose mind can not be misled by the ideology of a bygone age. 
The fresh, brave, revolutionary, sacrificing youth of labor, that presses for- 
ward, ever forward. 

* , * * * 
ALL CHILDREN OF AGE. 

It is no accident that in the decisive historical moment, it was just the 
great'* and the "old" men in all the parties who sacrificed the ideals of 
the future to the past, to ancient, outgrown principles. A person may be 
ever so great as a thinker and fighter, he still is and must remain only the 
child of his age. And every age has its own ideology And its own progres 
sive tasks. When, our "great men," leaders, laid the cornerstones of the 
secohd international, the principle of the "defense of the fatherland," was 
a progressive and democratic principle, closely bound up with the struggle 
of the third estate to establish the modern capitalist state. "Defense of 
the fatherland" belongs to the time of the defense of democracy against 
the last attacks of feudalism, when to stand for the national state was to 
create the indispensable foundation for the class movement of the proletariat. 

Is it to be wondered at that it is just the "old comrades," the "great 
men" whose services to the movement remain invaluable that look upon 
the "defense of the fatherland" as ihe highest duty of the proletariat, and 
that appear to overlook the fact that the maintenance of the class solidarity 
of the proletariat of the world has now supplanted this old duty? The an 
archist Kropotkin and the Marxist Plekanaw, the orthodox Kautsky and 
the wavering Vandervelde, Adler and Vaillant, all can join hands, all are 
agreed upon the fatal, false and absolute principle: first, "fatherland," then 
the party. ... 

0**0 

HOPE IS IN YOUTH. 

It lies in the hands of the youth of labor to* put an end to this false 
idea and to attack with fresh courage the new tasks of the labor movement. 

It is the youth of labor that must weld together the shattered links of 
the international. But while the new international corresponds to the new 
conditions of life and conducts an effective and vital battle against^ the 
enemy, this new and third international must have three cornerstones as 
its foundation. The first cornerstone must be the organic organized unity 
of the labor international. No purely formal, no purely external alliance of 
national parties can constitute the center of the world proletariat. Its task 
must be to replace jingoism and narrow patriotism with the feeling of inter 
national solidarity and supplant allegiance to the fatherland with allegiance 
to class. What have laborers to defend in a capitalistic state? Their out 
la wry? Their exploitation? Their fetters? The watchword of the, new 
international must be: No war of defense in the conflict of capitalist states 
but an aggressive war of conquest of the working class against the entire 
capitalist world. 

* * * * 

REVOLUTIONARY TACTICS. 

The second cornerstone must be the revolutionary tactics and methods of 
fighting, of the organized proletariat. We stand on the eve of tremendous 
unavoidable, revolutionary struggles. The capitalist method of production 
has reached its zenith; private property and national boundaries stand In 
the road of its further development. Conditions are ripe to call into life 
the last decisive battle. The second great task of the new international must 
be to equip the proletariat of all nations for this decisive struggle. 

There remains the third cornerstone: the decisive, and relentless battle 
to the bitter end against war between nations and peoples and against the 
domination of militarism. War between nations and peoples robs the pro 
letariat of its strongest and only irresistible weapon—class solidarity. War 
weakens the class feeling and brings with it "civil peace," the highest aspi- 
ration of the capitalist world. Therefore it is the first duty of the youth of 
labor to use every energy to meet every threat of war between nations with 
the only effective reply — to call the "red terror" into life. 

It is the power of youth to take up all these splendid tasks. The build 
ing of the new .international depends upon them. Make way for the Socialist 
youths, the bearers of the future! In all reverence we bare our heads to 
the veterans of the movement, but it is only thru the anti-reform, anti 
military, revolution-minded and internationally organized youth of labor 
that a new, strong, creative international of labor can be erected. 



An Organization Plan 



By Dan Hogan 

FOR nearly a score of years, ever 
since my brief period of revolution- 
ary adolescence, I have been an 
earnest student of working class or- 
ganization. 

During the last five years the sub- 
ject has been the last I considered 
before falling asleep and the first to 
receive my; attention in the morning. 

With respect to the ultimate com- 
mon acceptation of the principles of 
Socialism I have never entertained a 
doubt, because all the economic and 
political forces were pointing in our 
direction. Those individual and or- 
ganized efforts raised against us have 
really operated in our favor. 

But with the matter of our organ- 
ized effectiveness andour consequent 
ability to take care of an incoherent 
and disorganized temperament — with 
our ability to democratically direct 
and control our movement when it 
shall have reached its high tide of 
popular manifestation — upon this 
point I have always suffered the most 
serious doubts. 

Let no one suppose that I am un- 
willing that the future of the work- 
ers should be entrusted to the workers* 



vincible. But where is the organiza 
tion? 

Until recently, very recently, I hav. 
groped blindly, hoping that out of 
the heart and social consciousness of 
the working class would be born an 
idea, an impulse, which would clarify 
the atmosphere and pave the way for 
the laying of the corner stone of the 
real structure, the beginning and the 
building of which means so much to 
the working class. 

* * * * 

SEES WAY OUT. 
Now, even at this moment, I see 
clearly, and am for the first time 
publicly submitting my ideas to the 
membership of the Socialist Party. 
To state the situation: 
We have approximately ^,000,000 
Socialists in the United States. I ar- 
rive at this figure from the counted 
vote cast in the last election, a large 
per cent of votes cast but not count- 
ed, especially in the South, the very 
large number disfranchised on ac- 
count of sex;, race, residence restric- 
tions and other capitalistic "safe- 
guards" thrown around the ballot. 

Of these 2,000,000 people less than 
100,000, or 5 per cent, are dues paying 
members of the Party. 
Of the 10&000 who pay dues/ less 



tual jgovernment of the Party. Note 
the total vote east on the lefst nation- 
al referendum. 

* * * * ■ » i 

FEWWHOSTICfc. 
Under the present system, our sole 
reliance in the matter of organiza- 
tion, not one in each 100 locals organ- 
ized "stick." Socialists meet and or- 
ganize; that is to say, elect secreta- 
ries and appoint two or three commit- 
tees and afterwards make several fu- 
tile efforts to meet again. After two' 
or; three months they are not heard 
from. Thus hundreds of thousands of 
locals have been "organized" and but 
a few thousand have "stuck,'* The 
ratio of Socialists to organizations is 
constantly changing with the percent- 
age of dues paying members on the 
continual decline. 

The situation as above /outlined ia 
not exaggerated nor in any way over- 
drawn. It would be well, dear com- 
rade, to go hack and read the four 
preceding paragraphs again, even tho 
they make you feel unpleasant and 
uncomfortable. 
Why this condition ? 
Surely there can be no Well ground- 
ed, reading, thinking, reasoning So- 
cialist who does not know that we 
must organize, and we must also know 
that if organized (?) in the present 
form we are still so loosely connect- 
ed, so inadequately combined, so list- 
lessly incoherent, that for any great 
and signal undertaking, where the 
strength of the movement would be 
called into action, we should prove a 
dismal and frightful failure. 
Why would we be? 

* * * * 

VOTING NOT ALL. 

Simply because we have come to 
regard the Socialist movement as a 
pure and simple political party and 
*ppealing to mankind upon purely 
political grounds. We graduate our 
members in two or three months and 
they quit. Having learned to vote 
right, and that is all we think and 
talk about, they very readily conclude 
that it is useless to pay dues or at- 
tend meetings. They think that all 
they have to do is wait for election 
day to come and go and vote for So- 
cialism, and in this way Socialism will 
some day be ushered in. 

The failure of Socialists to pay dues 
is not a question of poverty. There 
are months, I grant you, when it 
would appear impossible to pay 25 
cents, but there never was a Socialist 
who could not during any given year 
pay $3 or even $5. The failures of 
the membership to pay is due to an- 
other cause. Let us see if it can be 
explained. 

As Socialists we teach — it is a part 
of our philosophy — that the lives and 
conduct of men and women are gov- 
erned by their economic interests, and 
we think we meet this principle when 
we point to the economic gain, the 
material reward involved in securing 
the establishment of the co-operative 
commonwealth. But hundreds v of 
thousands of our comrades have come 
to regard the co-operative common- 
wealth much like Christians regard 
"the mansions in the sky." Other 
thousands of us know that the co- 
operative commonwealth to be must be 
built, not by the magic of wishing, 
but by the brain and brawn of the 
workers. And since they see no tan- 
gible manifestation of a forward 
movement in that direction they are 
not on the- job. There are tons of 
theory, but not an ounce of practice. 
There is an infinite amount of work 
to be done, but nothing doing. 

* * * * 
SOLIDARITY NEEDED. . 

Here are 2,000,000 Socialists earn- 
estly desiring, praying and willing 
to work for th% co-operative common- 
wealth, and these^ comprise the most 
real, the greatest fraternity on the 
face of the earth. And yet this fra- 
ternity has no expression, no coher- 
ent and tangible manifestation. The. 
word "comrade" which should express 
world-wide brotherhood, stronger than 
the blood ties of- the most sacred re- 
lationship, means no more than "here 
is a fellow who votes like I do'." 

There are hundreds of thousands of 
Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Py- 
thias, Red Men, Owls, Eagles, Moose, 
Woodmen, Foresters, etc., who are So- 
cialists. They pay lodge dues. They 
attend their lodge meetings. They do 
not plead poverty in that regard, but 
they are too poor and too busy to 
pay dues in the Socialist Party and 
attend local meetings. All will agree 
that in the ultimate the latter is 
more important, but they attend to 
the one and neglect the other. Do 
not blame them. Look at our own 
teaching — our own philosophy — for 
the reason, for the answer. Men and 
women are governed by their own eco- 
nomic interests. They keep up their 
lodges and fail to keep up tho Social- 
ist movement for the reason that the 
lodges and fraternal orders supply and 
offer a necessary function and fulfill- 
ment of their economic and social de- 
sires. 

That's the whole thing in a nut 
shell. That's why we travel far and 
fast, and never get anywhere. 

Our movement does not take into 
account the immediate economic inter- 
ests and social necessities of our mem- 
bers. 

We are brothers and sisters — we 
love each other — but we do not ex- 
press that conditon or relationship. 



Colored Cartoons 



NEW EDITION — NEW PICTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walker's best 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5x1354 inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

New A dventures 
of Henry I>i*t>l> 

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubh cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors. 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book t>f pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies ...10c postpaid 

25 copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 copies : . $6.50 express paid 
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the ruins of the capitalist system shall 
invite the beginning of the new order. 
* * * * 

THE SOLUTION. 
Therefore let us no longer trifle 
with theories. Let us organize: A 
working class fraternal orde. -et. 
Ritualistic. Founded upon th« 
ly defined landmarks of Socialism; an 
order the fundamentals of which will 
embrace these four principles: , The 
class struggle. The basic contention 
pivot, surplus value. The over-mas- 
tering principle of economic determi- 
nism and the underlying and all-com- 
pelling .fact that the emancipation 
of the workers must be the work of 
the workers. To an understanding of 
these principles all members of the 
order should be compelled to sub- 
scribe and each one should be a red 
card member of the Socialist Party. 

The order to have three distinct* 
yet interlinked and inseparable parts 
or departments. Political, where po- 
litical unity is required and demanded. 
Economic, where - industrial unionism 
is taught and practiced. Co-opera- 
tion, where the workers are trained 
and taught the practice of co-opera- 
tive manufacturing, buying and sell- 
ing. ! 

An order that will pay a sick in- 
demnity, that will insure the lives of 
its members, that will protect each 
other on the job, help each other in 
securing employment, visit tho sick, 
bury the dead and do and perform 
all those things necessary to strength- 
en the brotherhood of the workers/ 
promote and establish their complete 
unity in every line o£ endeavor here 
and now. An orderwthat will finally 
deliver out of the gestating womb of 
capitalism tho child of promise — So- 
cialism. 

NOTE. — Anyone wishing to corre- 
spond with Comrade Hogan concern- 
ing his plan of organization can reach 
him at Huntington, Ark. 



for, if organized, the workers are, il^4k^i0' ; ft£^t- 



MUST HAVE MUTUAL HELP. 

We would help, assjst, prefer and 
protect each other, but We do not go 
about" it. We declare our historic mis- 
sion and at the end of our political 
strength forget it. 

In building up what we seem most 
to desire — a great political machine — 
we forget: 

1. Our identity of interest in every 
struggle of the working class against 
economic oppression arid the necessity 
for systematic work in all the labor 
unions where industrial unionism shall 
be taught and where pure and simple 
reactionaries are great in their, power 
to mislead^ the workers to ar belief that 
craft lines are ultimate, and 

2. Our duty to co-operate, and to 
teach co-operation in buying, in sell- 
ings in manufacturing and managing 
such associational enterprises, as will 
not only enable the workers 'to retain 
a larger share of their products, hut 
fit? ^QieW ^or the dutie* of ^ — i * J * < - 



tfte so-operative cwnlnotiweatth 



THE PLATE SERVICE. 

George Kunkle, editor of "The 
Critic," published at Grand Junction, 
Colo., has just sent in his order for 
the party plate service. 
>"It is certainly ^well as the proof 
sheet arrived today," he writes. 

This is the second issue of the 
plate service. It is no longer an ex- 
periment. It is a tried necessity for 
sarrying on the Socialist propaganda. 

The Socialist and labor papers, and 
the Socialist locals that made use of 
the first issue of this service, showed 
they appreciated a good thing. This 
is your opportunity to get a whole 
page of good working class propa- 
ganda in plate form for use in youv 
Socialist or labor paper for $1.50. You 
can save money by taking this service. 
The plates are ready to be put into 
your paper. You don't need a printer 
to set up the type. Socialist locals 
should subscribe for this service and 
have the matter put into their local 
non-Socialist paper. Go around and 
talk to your non-Socialist editor about 
it. This page of plate matter includes 
a Henry Dubb comic; picture of Ryan 
Walker, George R. Kirkpatrick and 
Emil Seidel, who start the 1916 So- 
cialist campaign this month; a Robert 
Minor cartoon, and articles* by J.. Stitt 
Wilson, A. M. Simons, Eugene V. 
Debs, Oscar Ameringer, Fred T. 
MacFeely and others. If in doubt 
send for a proof sheet of this page. 
If not in doubt send in $1.50 and the 
page of plate will be rushed to yqu 
at once. Address all communications 
to National Office, Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St..^ Chicago. 



COMMEKCIALISM 

By I. Levin. 

Commercialism ! 1 abhor thee ; 

My soul in rebellion rises. 
For you are kin to. slavery. 

And all that it comprises. 

Kv'ry crack and cranny you fill, 
You turn thgf world to a sordid pen, 

In ev'ry place you have your will, 
And your terrible will is death to m«i. 

What'er I eat, what'er I wear, 

What'er I do, wher'er I be, 
I And you lurking, common as air 
_Or commoner yet, as misery. 

My neighbor I dare not trust, 

I must count my step and never lend. 

Lest I iind myself with sad disgust 
Robbed by the man that I called friend. 

It' sickens me, children at work, 
Stunted, murdered by industry, 

Making wealth for a lazy shirk. 
Who is pious and gives to charity. 

Armed with rifles and ready to fire, 

The soldier stands like a common herder, 

Peace and honor besmirched in mire, 
All for the rake of commercial murder. 

Sly and sharp is thy robbery,' 
Garbed with' gown, flag and cross. 

You steal and pilfer ruthlessly 
The gain of the rich, the poor man's loss. 

All day the worker slaves and toils. 
The bread and water by measure, 

My heart beats fast till my red blood boils. 
At the ghastly sale of human pleasure. 

'Tis a pen of shame and of greed ihalign. 
Pulling, pushing, fighting, scrambling, 

This great is mine, that little thine, 
Be it in marriage, shop or gambling. 

Away to the country, In wrath I fly, 

Alksl-in the jinx -and th»-<>peTv-owiok*<, 
Ads about candy, pills and pie, 
Commerce lurking in beauty's cloak. 

One enemy I see and know, 

Commercialism is his name ; 
He haunts where I stay or go. 

His aim to rob, his joy to maim. 

Down with the enemy! drink the health 
Of a better day and of brotherhood: 

The day when LIFE is the only wealth. 
And mutual aid is the only good. 



Sheriff E. T. Melms, Socialist, of 
Milwaukee* has been appointed a 
member of the committee on jails 
by the National Committee on Prisons 
and Prison Labor, an organization^ 
that is striving to bring about im- 
provements in penal institutions, and 
subject, as he nas made a study of 
is doing considerable humane and ef- 
fective work. Melms will doubtless 
propose some radical views on this 
jail conditions and has put numerous 
reforms into effect since he has been 
in office. 

Republicans and Democrats of Ok- 
Jahoma are falling over themselves 
in pledging the voters to enact the 
election law the Socialists demand. 
But suppose there had been no So- 
cialist party in Oklahoma, they would 
not have enacted such a law till 
doomsday. 



Maybe Professor Eliot's grandson 

is converting the old guy, for the 
president-emeritus is quoted as say- 
ing, in speaking about the Socialists 
and their movement: "I do not know 
about the accuracy of some of their 
theoretical views — I think they are 
called by ajery inaccurate name, But 
they seem to have a true conception 
of honest municipal government, not 
for their own benefit, nor for the ben- 
efit of any class, but for the common 
good." How, the longer one lives, 
how more one finds out, already. 

Bouck White, the New York Social- 
ist preacher, has returned from Eu- 
rope, where he went several months 
ago to study conditons. White pre- 
dicts that a social revolution will take 
place in Germany after the war is 
over. He does not believe, however, 
that the Socialists will precipitate the 
revolt or secure control of the gov- 
ernmental machinery. He thinks the 
middle-class elements will be in con- 
trol and establish a republic no more 
progressive, than the United States. 

The Queensland Labor government 
has appointed a purchasing agent to 
purchase supplies direct at home and 
abroad that may be needed by that 
State without the intervention of 
middlemen to make a profit and add ; 
to the' cost,; '■ ■ ,•>•' ■:, .,. -.5- 



HELP 



WANTED to place our 

EGGINE. Flavors, etc., in 
stores and appoint agents. 



Our Cremey eonoentrated Food Flavors 
are made without alcohol. They are All 
Flavor, rich and sweet — about ten times 
the strength of ordinary extracts. Saves 
consumer 80 per cent. EGGI NE takes 
the place of eggs In baking and cooking 
at lets than 9c a dor. A pure food pro- 
duct of the highest Quality. Very conven- 
ient, Always Fresh, satisfaction certain. 
Trial pkg. lOo postpaid. Particulars free. 
An exceptional opportunity. Write now. 

CHAS. T. MORRISSEY CO 




4403 Madison St., Chicago, III. 



Best Argument for Suffrage 

Mental Difference 

MAN vs. WOMAN 

A leaflet containing the best argument in fa- 
vor of Woman Suffrage. Entirely convincing. 
Price 10 cents. Box 450, Tenafly, N. J. 



KENTUCKY TOBACCOI 
BOOK FREE 



It tells how 
to get Ken. 
t'icky natu- 
ral leaf tobacco direct from 
the Grower. How to make 
your own cigars, smoking, 
and chewing at home for one-fith store prices. 
It tells how to avoid the revenue tax, cut out 
the middleman's profit and help bust the 
tobacco trust. How to save most all the 
money you now spend for tobacco and still 
have the finest on earth; the kind we who 
raise it use at home, where it kvjws. Also a 
free bottle of Kentucky Flavoring Mixture to 
improve its fragrance. The pamphlet Is 
FREE and gives full directions. If you would 
like to have it write MOSS J. BEALL, The 
Trust Buster, R. 16, CAVE CITY, KENTUCKY. 

«20 INVESTED NOW MAY MAKE $2,99». 

Terms $1 monthly. We will drill for" oH 
WHERE OIL IS ; in field WHERE MILLIONS 
ARE BEING MADE. By our new plan you get 
BENNETT CO-OPERATIVE CO., 498 First 
BENNETT CO-OPERATIVEV CO., 498 First 
National Bank, Houston, Texas. 



New Feather Beds Only $5.40 

6 puns' fMlktr PiHnra t >.U p«r pair. New c(!»d . OdorUif, 
Sinitary and Dustleaa Featberi. Best Ticking. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. Write for FREI catalog and our wondartul 
FREE OFFER. Agents wanted. . Ala 
UUTNEM FUin > PILUW CO., Dept. 104fi grtWrtM*.!. C 



FOOL" ES*5I^fSI 

~ -*«■ |r**A.<ll« without a sidd.le and (pun Mm at 
mm ■■pV' «very lope. Death, to fooU, raaealsaiM 
aaal m hypocrite,. Monthly, 26©anUa year. 
10c (coin) Md-ie names ajftdpttt it. ma ft*. 

IMWWMt FALLS, N. & 



Tt«*o©l killcm. 8 Brown : 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year; 
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ClubeT of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



20,000 Letters Help Campaign 
To Build Up Party O rganization 

FIFTEEN THOUSAND letters have been sent out from the National So- 
cialist Party Headquarters to Socialists not members of the Party, 
lrging them to get into the organization. 

Their names have been gathered everywhere by active Socialists and 
Socialist Party officials. This is part of the big campaign to "ORGANIZE 
For 1916." * That these letters are bringing encouraging results is shown 
Dy a letter just received from State Secretary Flora M. Beals, of Louisiana, 
as follows: v 

"Enclosed find list of Socialists who are not party members. I find it is 
a workable plan to circularize these comrades who are outside of the party. 
Getting a letter from the 'National Office' seems to make them feel that 
they are a cog in the Socialist machinery of the country and ought to he 
doing something. I have had hearty co-operation wit& those who have been 
reached in this, way." 

Then there are the 5,000 letters that have gone out to the hustlers of 
The Rip-Saw, the monthly published at St. Louis, Mo. The Rip-Saw hus 
tiers are urged to join the Party and become interested in building up the 
Party organization. Altho this letter has been out only a short time,-' re 
plies are already being received in goodly numbers. Many are sending in 
$1 for four months' dues. In this way it is hoped to bring many active 
workers into the Party. 

In the meantime, special organizers continue their work in various parts 
of the country. W. R. Snow, is now busy in California; T, H. Maxfield is 
securing excellent results in Maine; Charles A. Evans has been put to work 
in Mississippi for one month. The Socialists alone are combatting the demo 
crats in the election in this state this year. The republicans and progres- 
sives have not attempted to put up a ticket. Clarence H. Tayler is making 
good in Maryland. ^ 

All Socialistist locals that have not responded to the $2 assessment for 
-the "Organize for 1916" fund should do so at once. Among the recent con- 
tributions are the following: 



-business, then, anyway. ' Let's not litter 'bur. 
docket. Act now and then forget! There 
will be new problems then." 

Comment on Motion No. IS. 

"That the ruling of the Executive Commit- 
tee requiring all motions made previous to Oc- 
tober 2nd to be seconded by 10 and 20 por 
cent of the membership, be reversed." 

McCrillis: "This motion has a vital boar- 
ing on an important question (the matter of 
a National Convention) that should be set* 
tied at the earliest moment. I am by nor 
means ready to charge ulterior motives to the 
National Executive Committee in its ruling, 
but here is a case in which, as Lincoln said, 
'it may be necessary to throw the Constitu- 
tion overboard to save the nation that is, 
place a most liberal interpretation on the 
Constitution in order to best serve the -parjv." 



Organize for 1916 Fund 



• Contributions of $2 : E. L. Cannon, Port- 
land, Ore. ; Local Mount Vernon, N. Y. ; Lo- 
cal Birmingham, Ala. ; S. S. Osasto, Worces- 
ter, Mass. ; Finnish Local, Winooski, Vt. ; 
Finnish Local Lanesville, Mass. ; Finnish lio- 
cal San Francisco, Cal. ; Finnish Local Bing- 
ham, Utah ; Local Raglesville, Ind. ; Lithua- 
nian Federation, Philadelphia, Va. ; Local 
Nan Simon, , Ariz. ; Night Workers' Branch 
No. 1, New York, N. Y. ; Local Vale. Ore.: 
Local Nyack, N. Y. ; J. H. Sims, Bethel, Ohio ; 
Local Charleston, S. C. ; Local Matlock, Wash. ; 
Local W. Somerville, Mass. ; Local Sand- 
stone, Minn. 

Contributions of $5 : Finnish Local West 
Paris, Maine : Finnish Local Detroit, Mich. ; 
Finnish Local Warren, Ohio. 

Contributions of $7 : Local Lyons, Kans. 
Total to end of Oct. 16 $1,778.79 



EXECUTIVE DEPT. 



WALTER LANFERSIEK. 



Secretary 



National Executive Committee: 
JAMES H. MAURER, 1355 N. 11th St.. 

Reading, Pa. 
ADOLPH GERMER, Mount Olive, 111. 
GEORGE H. GOEBEL, 14 Bridge St., New- 
ark, N. J. 

EMIL SEIDEL. 1154 Twentieth St., Mil- 
waukee, Wise. ' 
ARTHUR Le SUEUR, Fort Scott; Kans. 

• Address all communications to The So- 
cialist Party, 803 West Madison St., Chi- 
cago. Address all mail to departments 
and not to individuals. Make remittances 
payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for., publication in the- official 
columns of The American Socialist must 
be on file in the National Office by Uie 
Monday preceding the date of issue. 



National Referendums. 

^By Scandinavian Branch No. 4, Rockford, 

"That the Socialist Labor Party of the 
United States be invited to elect a committee 
composed of five of their members to meet 
in joint conference with a committee of five 
members to be elected by the National Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Party. 

"Said joint conference shall meet within 
two months from the time of their election 
and work out a basis and agreement that pro- 
vides for the amalgamation of the Socialist 
Party and the Socialist Labor Party in one 
organization. 

"Such agreement to be submitted to the two 
national organizations not later than June 1, 
1916, and then immediately by said national 
organizations be submitted to a referendum 
vote in the respective organizations for ratifi- 
cation or rejection." 

Published for seconds, Oct. 28, 1015. 

160 members in good standing. 

By Local Portland, Maine. 

That the operation of Article IX of the 
National Constitution (relating to conven- 
tions) be suspended for the year 19 Iff. 

That a Committee on Platform and another 
on Resolutions, each equal in number to the 
Committee on Constitution now being elect- 
ed by the National Committee, be nominated 
and elected in a similar manner to draft 
the National Platform for 1916 and receive 
and draft flucr Resolutions as may be sub- 
mitted or may appear necessary. 

That these several committees (Platform, 
Constitution, and Resolutions) shall submit 
their reports to the membership not later 
- than May 1, 1916, for final adoption or re- 
jection by referendum vote. 

Comment. 

Realizing that the referendums now be- 
fore the membership bearing on this subject 
will fail on account of the 20 per cent re- 
quirement, we therefore submit the above, 
which requires but 8 per cent. 

These amendments are presented for sec- 
onds in the belief that it would be little 
short of suicidal for the Party to hold a na- 
tional convention next year in its present 
financial condition. 

There is not a single vital function of the 
convention which cannot be carried out in the 
manner indicated and at a minimum of cost 
to the organization. 

The money thus saved can be expended 
far more profitably 3n the regular work of 
the campaign and should be conserved for 
' that purpose. 

40 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds Oct. 23, 1916. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111.. October 12, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Pear Comrades : The vote on the Com 
mittee on Constitution, fourth ballot, closed 
on the 9th inst.' No candidate received a 
majority vote, and I have to report no elec- 
tion. The vote was as follows : 

BEARDSLEY: Seidel. Nichols, Holt, Wat- 
tles, Johnston, Demarest, Kirkpatrick, Will- 
iams, Connolly, Streiff, Norton, Strebel, Nu- 
orteva, Roewer, Robertson, Canright, Mc- 
Crillis, Ambler, Metcalf, Duncan, Beardsley, 
Allen, Finke, Rodriguez, Sinclair, Reid, Til- 
ler, Irish, Berger, Wilkins, Latimer. Total, 
31. 

GOEBEL: Berger, Irish, Sinclair, Rodri- 
guez, Finke, Beardsley, Duncan, Metcalf, Am 
bier, McCrillis, Canright, Robertson, Stre 
bel, Norton, Streiff, Williams, Kirkpatrick, 
Demarest, Johnston, Wattles, Holt,, Nichols, 
Seidel, Burgess, Gilleard, Des Rocher, Ter- 
lisner, Kintzer, Raymond, Ruthenberg. To- 
tal. 30. 

KATTERFELD: Ruthenberg, Neistadt, 
Warnock, LeSueur, Raymond, Sadler, Kint- 
zer, Bell, Gilleard, Holt. Williams, Connol- 
ly, Norton, Roewer, Robertson, Canright, Mc- 
Crillis, Kattlrfeld, Ambler, Metcalf, Dun- 
can, Allen, Sinclair, Rcid. Tiller, Irish, Wil- 
kins, Latimer. Total, 28. 

RINGLER: Wilkins, Berger, Irish, Tiller, 
Allen, Beardsley, Roewer, Nuorteva, Stre- 
bel, Streiff, Connolly, Demarest, Wattles, 
Nichols, Burgess, Des Rocher, Warnock, Ru 
thenberg, Latimer. Total, 19. 

RUTHENBERG: Latimer, Neistadt, War 
nock, LeSueur, Raymond, Sadler, Kintzer, 
Terlisner, Bell, Gilleard, Burgess, Holt, Norton, 
Strebel, Canright, Katterfeld, Allen, Finke. 
Sinclair, Reid, Wilkins. Total, 21. 

THOMPSON: Rodriguez, Beardsley, Dun. 
can, Metcalf, Ambler, McCrillis, Robertson, 
Streiff, Williams, Kirkpatrick, Demarest, 
Johnston, Des Rocher, Wattles, Nichols, Sei- 
del, Burgess, Terlisner, Raymond, Neistadt, 
Berger. Total, 21. 

WILLIAMS: Warnock, LeSueur, Terlis- 
ner-, -Des Rocher, Neistadt, • Seidel, - Ruthen- 
berg, Johnston, Kirkpatrick, Finke, Rodri- 
guez, Sadler, Kintzer, Bell. Gilleard, Katter- 
feld, Tiller, Nuorteva, Connolly. Total, 19. 

One ballot received without signature. 

NOT VOTING: Griffiths, Wilk, Clark, 
Stedman, Brewer, Stark, Jones, Rissanen, 
Garver, Whaley, Goebel, Hillquit, Lunn, Bou- 
din, . Hamilton, Maurer, Slayton, Revelise, 
Leeland, Suitor. Total not voting, 20. 

I am submitting herewith the fifth ballot 
for the Committee on Constitution. Com- 
rade Thompson has withdrawn his name. 

Vote closes November 1, 1915. Kindly, use 
the enclosed ballot. 

Fraternally submitted, 

WALTER LANFERSIEK, 
Executive Secretary. 



SECONDS TO REFERENDUMS. 
Received Since Last .Publication. 

By Mount Angeles, Wash. : (Proposing to 
abolish the Woman's National Committee and 
provide for a National Committee and •« Na- 
tional Executive Committee, one-half of the 
members to be women. First published Aug. 
21,. 1915). Seconded by: Finnish Branch, 
Lanesville; Mass. 

By Warren, O. : (Proposing to abolish the 
1916 National Convention. First published 
for seconds Aug. 14, 1915.) Seconded by: Fin- 
nish Branch, Milford, N. M. ; Livermore, Ky. 

By Cincinnati, O. : (Proposing to abolish 
the 1916 National Convention and to instruct 
the Executive Committee to draft national 
platform and submit to the membership. First 
published Aug. 21, 1915.) Seconded by: Jean- 
ttte Branch, Westmoreland, Pa. ; Liberty, N. 
Y. ; 26th Ward Br., St. Louis, Mo. ; San Si- 
mon, Ariz. ; Clinton, la. ; Beaver Falls Br., 
Pa, ; Baker, Ore. ; Miami, Ariz. ; I<os Angeles, 
Cat. ; Marion. Ore. ; Central ' Br., Marion Co., 
Ind. : Redlands, Cal. ; Patterson Creek, W. Va. ; 
Sedalia. Mo.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Berks Co., 
Pa. Finnish Branches: Weirton, W. Va. ; 
Waukegan, 111. ; Lanesville, Mass. : De Kalb, 
111.; Milford, N. H. ; Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. ; Chatham, Mich. ; New 
Castle, Pa. 

By Tacoma No. 4, Wash.: (To abolish the 
Information Department of the National Of- 
fice. First published Sept. 11, 1915.) Second- 
ed by : Marx, Seattle, Wash. ; Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Greenwood, Ark.; Troy. N. Y. Finnish 
• Branches : Milford, N. H. ; Long Cove, Me. ; 
Clinton, Ind.: Weirton, W. Va. ; Roslyn, 
Wash. ; Grand Rapids, Mich. ; Sault Ste. Ma^ 
rie, Mich.; Gilbert, Minn. : New Castle, Pa.; 
Chatham, Mich. ; Lanesville, Mass. ; Brainerd, 
Minn. 

By Local New York City: (To amend the 
National Constitution so that the number of 
delegates- in the National, -Convention will be 
two hundred instead of three, to strike out the 
provision of $2.60 per "Stem for delegates, and 
to -empower the National Excutive Commit- 
tee to levy an assessment to cover the expense 
of the convention. ' Firsts published Oct. 2, 
.1416.) Seeonded by: Finnish Branches — 
' Flt«h burg, Mass. ; Lanesville. Mass.; Cloquet, 
,MJ|ui. - 



COMMENT ON PENDING N. C. MOTIONS. 
Comment on Motion No. 19. 

"QUERY: Shall the Executive Committee 
be sustained?" (on ruling that the Irish 
amendment to the Beardsley war resolution 
proposed for national referendum, is out of 
order.) 

Beardsley: "In voting NOT TO SUSTAIN 
THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMIT- 
TEE in declaring my alternative motions out 
of order, wish to say that it is my opinion 
that sub-section .*i,' Section 1, Article V, 
gives the National Committee the power to 
recommend amendments to the Constitution. 
Still think that we should take a decided 
stand on the question of what our policy 
should be after war breaks out. Do not think 
that five men should prevent the membership 
from taking such position." 

Streiff: "I vote 'NO' on Motion 19, by 
Irish. He admits the motion relates to a res- 
olution. The section of the Constitution re- 
ferred to does not cover resolutions. The 
National Executive Committee has no more 
right or power to add to, or violate, the Con- 
stitution than the National Committee has, 
therefore, their ruling should stand. At the 
May meeting, we adopted a resolution which 
covers the Beardsley motion. Why another 
one? If the comrades desire the sense of 
this resolution' to become a part of the Con- 
stitution, they should initiate it in the man- 
ner provided by the organic law. 

Comment on 'Motion No. 22. 

"That communication be at once opened 
with the Rand School of New York City, 
with a view to transferring the data and 
functions of the Information Department to 
that institution." 

Beardsley: Do not think it is advisable 
to transfer the activities of the Information 
Department to any place outside of the Na- 
tional Office. Neither do I believe in abolish- 
ing the activities of this department". If 
nothing else can be done, then it should be 
combined with the Executive Department under 
the direct control of the Executive Secretary. 
The material that has been gathered by this 
department will be very valuable to the party 
in the near future and should be accessible 
to the National Office at any and all times. 
It is for the above reason that I am voting 
'NO' on this motion." 

Comment on Motion No. 23. 

"That immediately upon the adoption of 
Motions 20 and 22 the Executive Secretary 
stand instructed to prepare and submit to 
the National Committee such list of em- 
ployes (with wages and duties) as he con- 
siders necessary for the proper conducting 
of the business of the National Office, this 
schedule to become 'Operative upon its ap- 
proval by motion and vote of the National 
Committee." 

Burgess: "I am sure that the present Na- 
tional Executive Committee "have a fuller 
knowledge of affairs at National Headquar- 
ters than it is possible for the National Com- 
mittee to obtain. We have instructed the 
National Executive Committee to cut expenses. 
Now let them do so." 

Clark: "It is a mistake to tangle up the 
Secretary with a lot of bunk red . tape stuff 
like this and expect we would be the wiser 
or the National - Offlec more efficient. It is 
impractical. No Secretary could carry out 
its demand and run the office efficiently. He 
must have a certain amount of initiative and 
scope of individual judgment. He is not a 
marionet. Efficiency is what we want. Let 
us give him the job, and give him a chance 
to make good. Let's not fetter him. Then 
if he doesn't* produce the results wanted, fire 
him and give another man the chance." 
Comment on Motion No. 24. 

"That the letter sent out to the National 
Committeemen by Comrades J. L. Engdahl, 
Carl D. Thompson and Ralph Korngold, stat- 
ing the grave conditons existing in the Na- 
tional Office at this time, holding that the 
present Executive Secretary is wholly respon- 
sible, and demanding his recall, be filed for 
information and taken Up at the regular con- 
vention of the National Committee in May, 
1916." , 

Clark t 'Let's not dignify this by calling 
it officially 'information' — which this motion 
would do. It looks' now as tKo then would 
be nothing concerning this matter to take 
up in. May, 1916. We've got more important 



SOCIALIST ALDERMEN DEVOTE 
TfME TO CITY'S WELFARE. 



NOTE. — There are many municipal cam- 
paigns now in progress turnout the coun- 
try. In many of these political struggles the 
Socialists are the challenging' 1 fore* confront- 
ing the old political parties. Wherever- the 
Socialists have been elected to municipal of- 
fice they have made good. Here is oalf 
one story that can be duplicated for Scares 
of other cities: Minneapolis is one of the 
nation's large cities that is being gradually 
won for Socialism. The workers in ©titer 
cities can rule their cities just as soon as 
they make up their minds to do it. 



Nearly four years ago the first 
Socialist alderman took his seat in 
the Minneapolis, Minn., city council. 
Since that time the workers of Min- 
neapolis have had repeated examples 
of the measures that they might ex- 
pect if they had a majority bf So* 
cialists in the council. • 

Abolition of the private employ- 
ment offices, municipal ice plants, re- 
peal of the vagrancy laws and free- 
dom of speech on the streets, are 
some of the more important matters 
for which the Socialists have work- 
ed. They have been the leading op- 
ponents in the council of the scheme 
to foist an undesired Street Railway 
Franchise on the people of Minne- 
apolis eight years before the present 
franchise expires. 

But while most of the old party pol- 
iticians .are scheming how they may 
plunder the people of Minneapolis for 
the benefit of the Twin City Rapid 
Transit Company, the Socialist al- 
dermen are busy planning how best 
they may serve the peoplevof Minne- 
apolis and more especially the work- 
ing people. 

Fight Parasite Charities. 

A few weeks ago when the annual 
appropriations were before the coun- 
cil, Socialist Alderman Bastis made 
a motion to cut out the $5,000 do- 
nation to the Humajae Society. This, 
like other charities, is a parasitic or- 
ganization, that drains the public to 
pay the salaries of its officers under 
the pretext of dispensing charity. The 
city is out $5,000 each year and the 
people are no better off. 

For the first time in the history 
of the city an alderman has interest- 
ed himself in the condition of kitch- 
ens of the various restaurants. So* 
cialist Alderman C. F. Dight has 
made a personal investigation of res- 
taurant kitchens and has found some 
pf them so unsatisfactory that it is 
inhuman to ask employes to work 
in them. Of course, the representa- 
tives of the business interests could 
not be expected to bother themselves 
about such insignificant matters. The 
people whom they wish to please do 
not have to work in restaurant kitch- 
ens nor do they have to take their 
meals in their dining rooms. They 
have their expensive clubs. Owing 
to the work of Dr. Dight, however, 
these insanitary kitchens will have 
to be remodeled so that the health 
of both the patrons and employes 
will be protected. 

Meet Jobless Problem. 

The winter months are again ap- 
proaching and with it the chronic 
unemployment and destitution that 
every winter afflicts Minneapolis, 
whether the times be called good or 
bad. 

Previously the unfortunate unem- 
ployed have been pauperized by char- 
ity or have been driven to crime to 
maintain themselves. This year, if 
the proposal of Alderman Bastis goes 
through, they will be given an oppor- 
tunity to escape these alternatives in 
useful work. Alderman Bastis, is 
urging a special tax levy to raise an 
unemployment relief fund of $100,- 
000. 

These instances show that the So- 
cialist aldermen are using their posi- 
tion in the council to elevate the con- 
dition of the working people. Many 
matters will be remedied, such as 
the insanitary kitchens, which would 
never have been touched had they 
not been brought up by the Social- 
ists in the council. 

If more radical and fundamental 
measures are not put through by the 
Socialist aldermen, it is not their 
fault. They are only four out of 
twenty-six and are powerless in the 
face of a determined opposition. If 
the voters of Minneapolis or of any 
other city want more work along the 
same line as the four Socialists are 
now doing they have only to elect a 
Socialist majority of the next coun- 
cil and a mayor to co-operate with 
them. 



NO, SECRET ELECTIONEERING. 
—I do hot know when this letter will 
be published, but I am writing it 
befdre any nominations have been 
matte for party offices 'or for presi- 
dent or vice-president. It therefore 
cannot be construed to be a personal 
thrust at anyone. 

Occasionally in times past, when an 
election or a referendum was pend- 
ing before the. membership, circular 
letters have been sent by partisans 
of one side or the other to various 
locals. Sometimes slates have been 
csuggested for them to vote for, or 
j-one «ide of a proposition was boosted 
'and the other side opposed. 
'- .Such .methods are all wrong. 
_ They are nil wrong because the oth- 
er side does not know to whom the 
circular letters have been sent, and 
does not have any fair opportunity 
to reply. 

All discussions of candidates and 
measures should be published openly 
in the party press, where all sides 
have an equal opportunity and no spe- 
cial privileges. 

Therefore, if in the coming elec- 
tion, your local receives a circular 
from' any source boosting any candi- 
date, this fact should put you upon 
inquiry in regard to such candidate. 
You should write to him and ask 
him if he sanctioned the sending of 
the circular. If he says he did, or 
evades" the question, or does not re- 
ply, you should make it a particular 
point to vote against him. 

For, such methods must be frown- 
ed upon by those who have the power 
to do the squelching, namely, the 
membership. 

You should also write to the send- 
ers of the circular and tell them in 
pointed language your opinion of such 
methods. 

Make it known in an unmistakable 
manner that in the Socialist party 
no secret electioneering goes. Let us 
have everything open and above 
board.—JOHN M. WORK, Chicago. 



There was much political discus- 
sion in the convention of the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress in which 
demands were made for legislation to 
further improve the conditons of the 
workers and the necessity of electing 
men from the ranks of labor to enaet 
and enforce progressive measures. The 
old officers were re-elected. James 
Simpson, of Toronto, was chosen as 
fraternal delegate to the British 
Trades Congress; Fred Bancroft, of 
Toronto, as fraternal delegate to the 
A. F. of L., and J. H. McVety, of Van- 
couver, was selected as special com- 
missioner to investigate the workings 
of compensation laws. All three men 
are well-known Socialists. 

One of the conservative organs in 
London advises that the Labor Party 
split itself by kicking out the Inde- 
pendent Labor Party -and Fabian So- 
ciety because they are Socialist bod- 
ies and because the I. L. P. consist- 
ently stands for peace. The sugges- 
tion amuses the anti-Socialist mem- 
bers of the Labor Party, who say 
that the same motion has been made 
by reactionaries in years past, but 
they received scant recognition. The 
conservatives add that the Socialists 
add strength to the Labor Party and 
have a perfect right to- hold advanced 
views. -And, ^anyhow, those who 
preach division ilk i^e labor movement 
are a bad sort*. 



Mrs from "American Socialist" Readers 



mm 



RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The National Committee of the Socialist 
Party in providing for an Open Forum 
in The American Socialist ruled that: 

"Recommendation No. 6. — An open forum 
to contain communication* from party 
members or organisations on disputed 
'point* af party policy, views and tactics, 
Ne personal attacks or abuse or intemper- 
ate, language Shall be allowed. No commu- 
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed 
6W words." i 

Contributors to this- department will fa- 
cilitate . matters considerably by carefully 
observing this rule. 



THERE MUST BE A WAY.— From 
time to time letters appear in our 
Open Forum from comrades who are 
anxious to tell us what is THE trou- 
ble with the Socialist Party, members 
and organization in general, without 
stating any specific cure. This doesn't 
get us anywhere. There are others 
who offer simple plans to remedy our 
many weaknesses, but, sad to say, 
these ideas seldom result in any party 
action. But there is a reason. Most 
of us are not known. We cannot have 
a front page in The American Social- 
ist, or space in important magazines. 
History, however, does not show that 
only those who are already prominent 
express all the big ideas. At present 
we are confronted with some very se- 
rious problems regarding member- 
ship, co-operation, American Socialist 
"subs," election and internationalism. 
Let us not get discouraged. Remem- 
ber, only Socialism can bring justice. 
There is nothing else worth while. 
Plan a way to make our locals active 
and strong in spite of the forces of 
capitalism, bad weather, night work 
and home cares. There is a way. 
There must be a way. We fail if 
we don't find. it. We cannot expect to 
get new members if we do not our- 
selves co-operate. Probably not many 
comrades will read this and still few- 
er will take it seriously, but those 
who do become interested will cer- 
tainly be among the ones who are 
really anxious to build up the party 
and with no other motive than the 
love of justice. In view of the fact 
that any of us alone cannot expect to 
see our plans used I would be glad to 
correspond with all who wish to get 
together. I have time to make cop- 
ies of whole or parts of all letters 
received and can send one to each 
writer. 

I am positive some of us have good 
ideas on solving our problems. Don't 
wait till after the war.— A. F. WIL- 
LAT, D St., San Rafael, Calif. 



FROM TEXAS.— A letter has been 
received from T. A. Hickey, state sec- 
retary of the Socialist Party of Tex- 
as, addressed to The American Social- 
ist, and the members of the National 
Executive Committee, Emil Seidel, 
James H. Maurer, Adolph Germen 
George H. Goebel and Arthur Le 
Sueur, with the request that it be 
published. It is as follows: 

"Dear Comrades: In The American 
Socialist, issue of September 18, there 
apepars the following: 

"'Roll of Honor Column.' 

"'The Socialist Party of Texas is 
represented this week by a list of 17 
names.' 

"Inasmuch as the National Commit- 
tee, by an - overwhelming majority, 
declared that W. J. Bell and T. A. 
Hickey were the National Committee- 
man and State Secretary of Texas, 
I want to know who was the 'repre- 
sentative' of the Socialist Party of 
Texas that sent in those 17 names. 

"I KNOW that no one was author- 
ized by either W. J. Bell or myself, 
or any member 6f the State Execu- 
tive Committee of the Socialist Party 
of Texas^ to do so. 

"Therefore. . I most earnestly and 
emphatically object, to this direct and 
studied misrepresentation, the object 
ofVwhich is to encourage a few dis- 
turbers who were overwhelmingly sat 
down on, not only by the National 
Committee, but by the membership 
of Texas. 

"The E4itW of The American So- 
cialist has heretofore allowed non- 
members of the Party, whom he did 
not know to be Socialists, space in 
which to publish palpable lies about 
the Texas movement, and T must ask 
, ^is studied encouragement to 
'enemies I'M the £exas movement shall 
«ome i»%o^«odV The American So- 



cialist is declared to be the 'official 
organ,' and is said to represent the 
very acme of perfected Socialism; but 
I have never seen a privately owned 
newspaper go to such lengths in dirty 
politics, as 'Our,' 'Party-owned,' 
press has gone. 
, "You have asked for the resignation 
of Lanfersiek, Thompson, et al., but 
you have overlooked the most incom- 
petent and destructive one of all." 
^ * * * * 

This letter was turned over to the 
Editor of The American , Socialist, 
who wrote Comrade Hickey as fol 
lows: 

"Dear Comrade Hickey: I have 
just received your letter addressed to 
The American Socialist and the mem- 
bers of the National Executive Com- 
mittee. I have nothing to do with 
the preparation of the-'Roll of Honor 
Column,' but I personally investigat- 
ed the item you referred to that 'The 
Socialist Party of Texas is represent- 
ed this week by a list of 17 names,' 
which appeared in the September 18 
issue. Miss Madden, the stenogra- 
pher who takes care of The Ameri- 
can Socialist subscription file, un- 
earthed the letter on which the 17 
names came to our office and I find 
that they were sent in by M. A. 
Smith, of Campbell, Texas, on a let- 
ter head of "The Socialist Party of 
Texas,' of which he appears as 'state 
secretary.' Miss Madden is not ac- 
quainted with the party situation in 
Texas and so she made the error of 
writing what she did. So .you see 
there was absolutely no 'direct and 
studied misrepresentation' in the mat- 
ter at all. If you can furnish me with 
a list of the non-members of the party 
who have been encouraged by The 
American Socialist I should like to 
receive it for guidance in the future. 

"With best wishes for the contin- 
ued growth of the Socialist movement 
in Texas, I am, Fraternally yours, 
J. L. Engdahl, Editor, The American. 
Socialist." 



THE FIRST RAY OF LIGHT.— 

The first ray of light from the bloody 
darkness of Europe has come in the 
call issued by the International So- 
cialist Conference in Switzerland. Out 
of the cowardly compromise, insane 
jingoism, and contemptible desertion 
of Socialist principles that has turn- 
ed cold the enthusiasm of those to 
whom Socialism was something ntore 
than office-seeking, vote-counting and 
bureaucracy-supporting has come a 
call that shows that the old faith is 
still there. 

It was not so large a body that is- 
sued this call. Yet it was larger and 
more representative than any gath- 
ering of Socialists held since the war" 
began. All but three of the coun- 
tries represented sent official dele- 
gates. From France and Germany only 
minorities could be represented but 
these were the minorities that have 
kept the faith and had not turned 
the forces of Socialism to the serv- 
ices of militarism. From all the oth- 
er important warring-nations the del- 
egates were official representatives of 
their parties even though England re- 
fused permission to the representa- 
tives of the Independent Labor Party 
to leave English shores. 

This is the first move toward peace 
that does not bear the ear-marks of 
diplomatic trickery. It is the first 
announcement by an international So- 
cialist body that speaks the language 
all agreed to speak before August, 
1914. 

It points the' way to the only peace 
that is worth having now — the peace 
that comes through a working class 
revolution. It creates the nucleus 
and drafts the first outlines of the 
framework of that revolution. 

There should not be an instant's 
hesitation in responding to that call. 
The National Executive Committee of 
the Socialist Party should hasten to 
give the adherence of this nation to 
that program. If the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee does not do this, 
then the Natfonal Committee should 
move. If all our machinery is par- 
alyzed then let the membership act 
through referendum. 

No Socialist will hesitate in en- 
dorsing the action of those who dared 
worse than death, in many cases, to 
send out that call. Only those who 
have been swept aside by love of some 
European monarch and wish to shield 
those who have betrayed Socialism 
will oppose such endorsement. 

This is the least we can do. We 
should then be prepared, when this 
first breath of revolt shall have grown 
into the storm of revolution, to give 
to our last resource. All the years 
we have called ourselves Socialists we 
have said We were working and wait- 
ing for the time of revolution. We 
hoped for a peaceable revolution. 
Capitalism has destroyed that hope. 
Then we hoped that since this horror 
had to come that it might end in 
the revolution that would make such 
horrors impossible. These comrades 
who met in Switzerland believed what 
we have been sayingi what all Social- 
ists have been saying for fifty years. 
Now is the time for us to show 
whether we were lying to ourselves 
and to the world.' If we were, it is 
time for those who wish to live the 
truth to be rid of such lying and 
liars. — A. M. SIMONS, Milwaukee, 
Wise. 



WOMAN'S WORK IN THE SO- 
CIALIST PARTY. — Since the Social- 
ist Party voted to do away with the 
Woman's Department of the organi- 
zation there nave been numerous ar- 
ticles written on the subject, many 
of them strongly condemning the ac- 
tion; some writers claiming that it 
will tend to drive women out of the 
movement. I am one who voted to 
abolish this department, not that I 
would in the least curb a woman's ac- 
tivity in the Cause, but I . would make 
her aa free to work whenever the 
work is needed, as is man. Why re- 
strict woman's work when the field 
for action is as broad as the world? 
Why fetter her hands so that she may 
not carry the good news of FREE- 
DOM TO ALL, regardless of sex ? One 
little incident in my own experience 
is proof enough that formerly our 
hands ,w** e — in a measure at least- 
tied;- , Stone time ago I— as state wb 1 - 
m^^^coitespondentr-wrote a circu- 



lar letter to a class 'of professional 
men. Sending this to the Woman's 
Department at Chicago for approval, 
I was kindly but very promptly in- 
formed that we women were expect- 
ed to confine our official work to wom- 
en. It mattered not how necessary 
this other work might be, how pro- 
pitious the time, the ages old fetters 
were drawn tightly about me; BE- 
CAUSE I was a WOMAN I must 
pass this work by. Such restrictions 
are seriously hindering our work for 
the Cause, as it tends to separate the 
workers instead of uniting them. 

Sister Comrades, let us look out on 
the broader, richer fields "of. activi- 
ties which we now are permitted to 
enter, standing BESIDE our brother 
workers, not above and not below, 
but by their side, COMRADES ONLY 
in. this great fight for the FREEDOM 
of the HUMAN RACE. 

Let us rise to this -new dignity and 
take our place in the ranks of the 
WORKERS regardless of sex. Men 
and women, alike, are needing the gos- 
pel of Socialism, let us help carry it 
to them. Not for a moment do I be- 
lieve that we have lost anything ex- 
cept our — perhaps invisible — fetters in 
the abolishing of the Woman's De- 
partment of the Socialist Party. I 
call it one more step toward PER- 
FECT FREEDOM. Welcome the next 
step. — MRS.. DE ROY WELSH, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer local Norton, New 
Mexico. 



WANTS TO CHANGE NAME.— 
Comrades all over the country are pre 
senting schemes to increase the power 
of the party, touching such subjects 
as dues, national organization,' et 
cetera. Yet because wc dare not be 
frank with ourselves, we continue to 
ignore the real impediment to prog- 
ress. 

Since the campaign in 1910 I have 
been an active organization Socialist, 
both in rural and urban communities, 
and it is my ; observation that the av- 
erage 'voter will cast his ballot for 
any ticket in preference to the Social- 
ist ticket. 

Why? Because allegiance to the- 
Socialist Party means social ostracism 
among WORKING PEOPLE. Be- 
cause the WORKING CLASS hates 
the terms "Socialism" and "Socialist." 
Because the Socialist Party and the 
Socialist must continually be on the 
defensive, denying that we favor di- 
viding up, anarchy, et cetera. 

We must spend thousands to con- 
vince -people that Socialism is not 
this or that. Our program appeals 
on sight. 

Isn't it silly to leave this obstacle 
in our path to divide the WORKING 
CLASS, which is the only class that 
can be fooled by it? We are not 
fighting for the term Socialism, but 
for what it represents. Therefore, 
why should we battle against the 
stream ? Ours is a workingman's par- 
ty. Why not call it the' Workingman's 
Party, and thereby enlist the sympa- 
thies of the workers? Yours for the 
Revolution.— CHARLES R. ROGERS, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

EDUCATING THE DOCTORS. — 

Why would it not be a good plan to 
undertake the task of supplying the 
doctors of the U. S. A. with American 
Socialist subs? Most doctors are 
hard working men, with but a limit- 
ed income — decidedly limited by the 
fact that a large part of their patrons 
are too poor to pay for services and 
medicines rendered and supplied. On 
the other hand, their rich patrons take 
to their heels when ilr, and consult 
distant specialists. The poverty of 
the masses is what gets the average 
doctor's goat. The receiving of the 
full product of his labor on the part 
of the worker would enable the aver- 
age patient to pay a reasonable sum 
for his medical and surgical treat- 
ment. As it is, the poor can not and 
the rich do not. If the doctor (and 



dentist) has no higher reason than 
mere profits, he should still be a work- 
er for Socialism. He, as no one else, 
sees the damnable squalor and mis- 
ery of the masses under the present 
system. He has no excuse for not 
being a live wire in the grand old 
cause of human emancipation from 
the den of slavery in which the work- 
ing wretches wallow with no other 
hope of deliverance aside from a real 
democracy. — DR. W. DE COSTER, 
Windom, Minn. 



COMRADES OF THE REVOLU- 
TION. — We have been talking and 
theorizing about the Co-operative 
Commonwealth of the future for many 
years. The time has come for AC- 
TION instead of talking. Never in 
the history of our movement were 
the conditions so favorable for carry- 
ing on our propaganda. 

Let us too begin a Groat Drive, not 
irregularly and spasmodically here 
and there with no unity of action, but 
with a hearty co-operation along the 
whole line of front. Let us pierce 
tfce enemy's line and capture his 
trenches at every point. 

The 1916 state and presidential 
elections will be upon us. within a 
few months. Heretofore wie have wait- 
ed until a few weeks before election 
day and then made a feverish, inef- 
fectual campaign. Why not begin 
RIGHT NOW for the 1916 campaign? 

We pride ourselves upon our or- 
ganization. Why not begin an or- 
ganized movement in this state to 
bring results worthy of our Cause*? 

By co-operation, at a very small 
cost, we can carry the message of 
Socialism into every nook and cor- 
ner of the state. This is not a theory 
nor a dream. The Comrades of Okla- 
homa are organized so that they can 
reach every home in their state with 
Socialist propaganda. 

There is no reason why we can not 
do likewise. Systematic and state- 
wide distribution of leaflets is the se- 
cret. Read carefully the plan adopt- 
ed by the State Executive Commit- 
tee and outlined in the Party Build- 
er by State Secretary Katterfield, and 
ACT AT ONCE. 

STATE EXECUTIVE COMMIT- 
TEE, SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
WASHINGTON: Adam H. Barth, 
Frank Cort, Albert Heikkila, Emil 
Herman, J. M. Salter, Mary A. Stev- 
enson, James Sutton. L. E. Katter- 
efild, State Secretary. 

Washington Socialists are starting 
a monthly distribution of leaflets that 
will continue from now on * until the 
1916 presidential election. The first 
set of four leaflets will be ready for 
shipment early in November. The 
first leaflet is "A Report to You," by 
the Industrial Relations Commission." 
This will contain some of the most 
striking extracts from the commis- 
sion's' report and a call to the peo- 
ple to help prevent congress from sup- 
pressing the commission's report. 
Daniel K. Young's "A Lesson from the 
Chicken Coop" is the December leaf- 
let; "The Boytown Railroad," by Fred 
D. Warren, will be distributed in Jan- 
uary, and John M. Work's "Private 
Property" in February. A second set 
of four leaflets will be issued in Feb- 
ruary and a third set in June. 



"The Young Socialist Scouts of the 
World" is the name of an ambitious 
organization that was recently form- 
ed by over 100 youngsters in New 
York City, who are rapidly adding to 
their numbers. The organization is 
calculated to become a rival of the 
Boy Scouts movement that is falling 
into disrepute in many places. One of 
the features of the Socialist Scouts is 
that they are learning and will teach 
Esperanto, the universal language. 
Those who want to know more about 
this movement should write Jose 
Leips) 167 Tompkins avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 



PLAIN ENGLISH FOR EVERY DAT 



Can you find the words 
you want? 

Can you spell? Are you 
a good penman? Can you 
write a good letter? Can 
you say what you want to 
say? 

NO! Then you need our 
course in plain English. 

You had to leave school early — 
This is the course you want. If 
you are foreign born and just pick- 
ed up your knowledge of English — 
this is the course you need. 

Five Gents a Day! 
A whole year's Course! 
Fifteen Minutes Time! 

104 lessons in all — English, 
Grammar, Spelling, Penmanship, 
Letter Writing, and Composition — 
our own text books written from 
our own viewpoint, filled with ex- 
amples and quotations from our 
own literature. The Penmanship 
course is in charge of an expert 
penman and you receive paper, ink, 
pen, everything necessary to sit 
right down and begin. 

REMEMBER — 

that THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE is 
owned and controlled by the work- 
ing class and is organized for serv- 
ice — not for profit. 

HNEV.DEB8,€baneellor ' 
y J. I. EBERHAkD, President 
ARTHUR IE SUEUR, Secretary 

ADVISORY BOARD: 

Eugene V. Debs. 
Frank P. Walsh. Geo. Kirkpatrick. 
Fred D. Warren. Geo. Allen England 
Kate (Mare. John M. Work. 
Chas. P. Steinmetz. Marian Wharton 



What our Students say: 

One of the best steps I ever have taken 
was my decision to study the Plain Eng. 
lish course of The People's College — OUR 
COLLEGE! And I am anxious to advise 
my fellow-workers to do likewise. — OTTO 
MEINE. 



None but -those who have taken a course 
in The People's College can realise what 
a great work it is doing. — ROBERT -COLE. 



I am simply delighted with the lessons 
in Plain English. They have given me a 
new grip on life. The future looks bright- 
er to me than ever before — 3. FORREST 
POTTS. 



I have a larger supply of words and 
can use them better than before I began 
this course. I can spell, write, and pro- 
nounce more accurately. My speech has 
been improved. Stage-fright is a thing of 
the past, and I can understand better the 
spoken and written words of others. — 
GUY KING. 

These are just a f ew lines, of the 
hundreds of letters., from those 
who have taken and are taking the 
course in Plain English. All it has 
done for them it will do for you, 
and you will never find a better 
day to begin than today. 

Get an education at home in 

Sour spare time. Courses in Law, 
ookkeeping, Arithmetic, Short- 
hand, Penmanship, Public Speak- 
ing, Business Law, Music. 



"EASY PAYMENTS 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 

FT. SCOTT, KANS.: 

Please send full information regard- 
ing tUe great combination course in 
Plain ffnglish. 

Name 

Address 

State 

Dept. Z. 



Weekly* 50 Cents per 



Tirfc socialist, 



^OfcTOBBR 



2 3, 1$ IS. 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents* 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



THIS week we make out first gain in 
several months of desperate strug- 
gling. Instead of another bijf 
slump we make a slight advance. The 
strength of the "On" army this week 
wins a slight advantage over the 
"Offs." The record is as follows: 

Subscribers last week 41,461 

In favor of the "Offs" 876 

In favor of the "Ons" 918 

. Net gain for the "Offs" 42 

Subscribers this week 41,503 

We know that The American Social- 
ist sub hustlers on the line of battle 
are determined not to suffer another 
setback. "Forward!" is the order of 

the day from now on. 

* * # * 

WE CHANGE PRINTERS, a 
With this week's issue The Ameri- 
can Socialist changes printers. Here- 
after the party paper will be published 
by the Chicago Arbeiter-Zertung Pub. 
Co., the publishers of the Chicago Ger- 
man Socialist Daily, The Arbeiter- 
Zeitung, which has been a power in 
building up the Chicago Socialist 
movement. 

You will notice that the paper has 
been reduced from eight to seven col- 
umns. The columns in the paper this 
week are wider than formerly so that 
the loss in space is not very great. 
The seven-column paper will make it 
easier to jump from four to six pages 
when this is warranted by our in- 
creasing subscription list. We hope 
to be able to increase to six pages 
before the opening of the 1916 na- 
tional presidential campaign. ; 

While our. German Socialist daily 
has a fully equipped printing plant, 
and will get The American Socialist 
to you on record time, we must, never- 
theless, look forward to the time when 
the circulation of our party paper will 
be so great that it will compel us to 
have a printing plant of our own, 

* * * * 

THE LECTURE COURSE. 
We expect great things from our 
lecture courses. This is the first big 
national Socialist effort to arouse the 
workers. Emil Seidel, our vice-presi- 
dential candidate in 1912, opened the 
winter lecture course at Elizabeth, 
N. J.. Friday night, October 15 
George R. Kirkpatrick followed him 
one week later, October 22, and on Fri- 
day night, October 29, Ryan Walker, 
The American Socialist cartoonist, 
will follow with his great cartoon lec- 

tU Every one of the 165 Socialist lo- 
cals taking this winter lecture course 
expects to make good. This will be a 
stupendous seven months' campaign 
to blaze the way for the Socialist can- 
didates for president and vice presi- 
dent, who will bear the big burden 
of the work during the 1916 campaign. 

Socialist locals taking this lecture 
course should do all in their power to 
dispose of their tickets as Boon as pos- 
sible. At the meetings every effort 
should be made to sell a large amount 
of literature. Once we reach the brain 
and the intelligence of the working 
class then the nation is ours. 

* * # * 

OUR GREAT OFFER. 

There is big work for those locals 
that have not taken the lecture course. 
The members of these locals should 
take advantage of our great offer-— 
The American Socialist and the '1914 
Campaign Book" for 50 cents. Do 
one of these two things: 

FIRST — Either send The American 
Socialist to one or more of your 
friends or neighbors at 50 cents a 
year. For every sub sent in you get 
a copy of the "1914 Campaign Book" 
Put these campaign books to work 
as a circulating library. 

SECOND — Or go out and get your 
friends to pay 50 cents for their own 
conversion to Socialism before the 
1916 elections. For every sub you 
secure you will receive a campaign 
book which you can immediately put 
to work. 

* * * * 

WORK FOR ALL. 
There is work for all Socialists. 
You should immediately decide on the 
work that you are to do before the 
votes are counted next November 
1916. When you have decided on 
your task, then see that it immedi- 
ately becomes an accomplished fact. 

ELMER FLANERY, Ludlow, III., is the 
first worker for Socialism to take advantage 
of our combination offer of The American 
Socialist and the "1914 Campaign Book for 
r»0 cents. He starts the avalanche. We are 
ready for H. 

SOME OF OUR PREMIUMS FOR LISTS OF 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

Olffc NOVELTY KNIFE for a club of 18 
subscribers at 25 cents each. A BEAUTIFUL 
SOCIALIST PENNANT for a chib tit 6 
members at 25 cents each. • 

YOU CAN GET THff KNIFE AND PEN- 
NANT BY SENDING IN A CLUB OF 20 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

Th*> above are premiums that are proving 
most Dopular with our comrades. Write for 
a SUBSCRIPION BLANK and during your 
spare time solicit for subscriptions ana you 
will be surprised how many you will get with 
but little effort. 



Soon after takfttg his stand to open 
en <rat-dooranembrial meeting in hon- 
or of James Keir Hardie, ex-Mayor 
Lewis J. Duncan was forcibly com- 
pelled to stop speaking by the chief 
of police of Butte, Mont., acting un- 
der, orders of the acting mayor of 
the city, M. D. O'Conriell, says the 
Butte Socialist.. This suppression of 
free speech followed upon the 'pre- 
vious refusal of the same acting may- 
or to rent the city's auditorium to the 
Socialist central committee for the 
purpose of holding the memorial meet- 
ing. The alleged reason for not per- 
mitting the auditorium to be rented 
for the purpose stated was that one 
of the speakers would be Jim Larkin, 
Dublin, Ireland, who is endeavoring 
.to bring about a reorganization of the 
Western Federation of Miners., 



FIGHTING THE BEAST 

Br William j. Mcdonald. 



NOTE. — Here Is another story showing how 
republican and democratic school boards fight 
■the employment of Socialists as school teach- 
ers. The story McDonald tells is that of a 
large number of teachers ' who are also So- 
cialists. McDonald lives at Lost Creek, Pa. 

ICAME of working-class parentage, 
and, being compelled to struggle 
for an existence, I was sent to the 
coal breakers at an early age, later 
into the coal mines. After some years 
of toiling in the dark holes of the 
mines, I met with an accident that re 
suited in the loss of one of my lower 
limbs. Realizing that I was incapaci- 
tated for manual labor around the 
mines, I went back to the public 
schools for a little more education 
On receiving a fair knowledge of the 
common school branches, and with an 
awakened ambition, I found the pub 
lie school did not fulfill my desires, 
and was also in need of better equipped 
teachers. I then applied and was ad 
mitted to the Keystone State Normal 
School at Keystone, Pa. After three 
years of hard and studious work 
received my diploma. Was that all? 
Oh, no; the getting of a job and be- 
ing disciplined came next. 

Begins to Read. 
But before going farther with my 
story, I want to say that shortly 
after entering Normal School I began 
to read a little on social and indus- 
trial conditons. I saw how we, the 
workers, are denied a higher and lib 
eral education. It was a concrete 
lesson. It urged me on to investi 
gate. I became a keener student of 
social, economic and industrial ques 
tions. I discovered that I was a vie 
tim of this outrageous industrial sys 
tem. Quietly, but patiently, I went 
on seeking the causes, observing con- 
ditions as they are. 

The diploma received, I left my 
alma "mater to go out into the world 
once more. I applied for a school in 
my home district, but was unsuccess- 
ful. I lacked the "necessary pull," 
which is vote-getting. I was then and 
am now the only teacher holding a 
State, Normal diploma out of a corps 
of 36 teachers in my district. This 
completed my education, I saw the 
the light, I found that our entire so- 
cial system is a farce. Where was 
I to look for the greatest existing 
force striving to correct the evils of 
our present-day society? I decided 
there is but one, and that is the 
Socialist movement. Four months af- 
ter graduation I became a dues-pay- 
ing member of the Socialist Party. 
True to Manhood; Fired. 
The next year I was successful in 
securing a positon from the school 
board and held it for two years, but 
with the expectation on the part of 
the board that I would stop my ad- 
vocacy of Socialism. I am not guilty 
of teaching Socialism in the public 
schools. There is a difference in 
teaching Socialism and advocating So- 
cialism. 

This year I applieiLior reappoint- 
ment. I received high recommenda- 
tions from the people of the commu- 
nity in which I taught. The school 
board delayed action. July 22 was the 
last day for registration, to register 
as a qualified elector to vote at the 
primaries. I registered as a Social- 
ist. Then, as Caesar said before he 
crossed the River Rubicon on his re- 
turn from Gaul, "The die is cast." 
The board met several days later and 
I was summarily dismissed. All be- 
cause I held to my manhood and prin- 
ciples. 

Scott Nearing, the discharged as- 
sistant prof essor of economics at the 
University of Pennsylvania, has ac- 
cepted the deanship of arts and sci- 
ences at the University of Toledo. It 
is hoped that he will not be curbed 
at Toledo in turning his guns on the 
citadels of privilege, as was the case 
at Philadelphia. 

, The whole free speech controversy 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
threatens to be revived as a result of 
the refusal by Dr. Walter T. Taggart 
to permit a body of students to con- 
duct a woman's suffrage meeting in 
Houston Hall because "woman suf- 
frage is a political issue." 

War cannot stbp Socialism, but some 
day Socialism will stop war. 



SOME of the Western people are say- 
ing that if Judge Hillyer, the ex- 
Rockefeller lawyer who sentenced: 
John W. Lawson to penal servitude 
for life ; upon - the charge of aiding 
and abetting the killing of a gunman 
altho nowhere near the scene of the 
crime, had any sense of decency' left 
in his corrupt carcass he would resign. 
In admitting Lawson to $35,000 bail 
*nd granting a new trial, and-in for- 
bidding Hillyer to sit as judge in any 
more strike Cases, the Colorado Su- 
preme Court has utterly discredited 
the Rockefeller tool in every impor- 
tant detail. Nevertheless the flunky^ 
of plutocracy will hang on to his po- 
sition if for no other purpose than 
to tyrannize over other victims when 
the present storm blows over. The 
people forget easily. 



IN TH fORLD OP LABOR. 



By Max 8. Hayes. 



The peons of Yucatan have also 
gained a large measure of freedom. 
The Carranza government has not 
only issued orders permitting the 
workers to organize, but has abolish- 
ed the law permitting liens on- wages, 
by which method labor was kept in 
a conditons, of peonage, and has estab- 
lished co-operative agencies thru 
which small producers may sell di- 
rect to consumers without the inter- 
any middlemen to. ab- 
sorb profits. Over 5,000 workers are 
now organized, including printers, ma-, 
sons, retail clerks, bakers, electri- 
cians, carpenters, bartenders and. wait- 
ers, smelters, teamsters, blacksmiths 
and boiler makers, seamen of the port 
of Progreso, street' car men and rail- 
road men. 

* * * * 

At the labor conference held in Al- 
bany, N. Y., it was unanimously voted 
to oppose the revised State Consti- 
tution that will be submitted to the 
electors Nov. 2. The gathering was 
the largest labor conference ever held 
in the Empire State, being attended 
by nearly all the central bodies and 
hundreds of locals, the State Social- 
ist organization and other progressive 
bodies. The railway employes, school 
teachers , and policemen and firemen 
in many places sent word they -would 
also oppose the proposed new constitu- 
tion because" of reactionary features 
that it contains. The conference also 
voted to support the separate amend 
ment submitted which provides for 
woman suffrage. 

* * * * 

Altho Governor Hunt, of Arizona, 
admitted that the strike of miners at 
Clifton, Morencia and Metcalf were 
justified, he nevertheless sent militia 
into the district to help out the mine 
owners,- whose coercive and thieving 
methods caused the walkout. Con 
trast recent strike movements across 
the Rio Grande, where Carranza gen 
erals, and even Villa officers in some 
instances, went to the front for the 
workers and compelled profit-grabbing 
capitalists to raise wages, reduce 
hours of labor and introduce other hu- 
mane conditions upon pain of having 
their property confiscated and oper- 
ated by the revolutionary State. 

* * * * 
The eight-hour movement continues 

to push its way forward. The 3,000 
employes of the Standard Oil Co. in 
Chicago were granted the concession 
last week, as were the 7,500 employes 
of the Victor Talking Machine Co. at 
Camden, N. J. The United States En- 
velope Co., the Powers Papers Co. 
and the Birnie Paper Co. at Spring- 
field, Mass., have announced that they 
will put into effect a 48-hour week 
schedule for their employes. The pa- 
per companies beat the labor agita- 
tors to it, fearing that a strike might 
be precipitated. 

* * * * 

/The annual convention -of the Cana- 
/ian Trades and Labor Congress went 
on record in favor of establishing a 
six-hour workday to relieve unemploy- 
ment and also demanded that the gov- 
ernment establish free employment 
bureaus thruout the country. The con- 
vention voted overwhelmingly against 
conscription, but will stand by the 

mother country during the war. 

* * * * 

New York Central Federated Union 
has sent a -circular letter to its affili- 
ated locals urging that a 30-day cam- 
paign be inaugurated among the 700,- 
000 union members in and about the 
metropolis to secure subscriptions for 
the New York Call, the only English- 
speaking daily in Gotham that gives 
the workers a square deal all the 
time. 

* * * * 
J. Mackenzie King, the Canadian 

politician imported by the Rockefel- 
lers to head their $100,000,000 founda- 
tion and find out the* J'cause of indus- 
trial unrest," gets $25,000 a year. 
Maybe that's the cause — that such 
fakirs get princely incomes while 
those who 4o the -useful work of the 
country receive $500 or $600 a year. 

Hi 4c * * 

The Wheeling Majority, labor paper 
at Wheeling, W. Va., is to be converted 
into a daily pretty soon. 



Cornelius Leharte* Jhe Irish Socialist 
•who is totaring thist country and de- 
livering lectures, ,^$«^ that one 
potential reason f or England's parti- 
cipation in the wa* was the fact that 
the tniners, railway, employes and ma- 
rine„y6rkers of Great ' Britain were 
entering into a combination whereby 
they could almost instantaneously par- 
alyze the activities- of the nation and 
compel' the granting of any demands 
they- made, even the overthrow of 
the present capitalistic system. The 
politicians in power feared the work- 
ers would .attempt to establish a so- 
cial democracy and took a chance of 
demoralizing organized labor by in- 
voking, the aid of the gods of war. 

' Organisation j— Education — Solidarity. 

WILLIAM F. KBUSE - - - , Direct or 

To reach' -the nation's youth - with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's 'Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dent, 
80S W. Madison St., Chicago. 



OBGANIZATJON 
The New York City District Committee lias 
n.'&de areanfcemeWts with the Public Library 
for a traveling library for the - use of its 
headquarters. This wduid. he a good Stunt 
for other leagues to copy, 
The New Jersey State Committee announces 
i Essay Contest open ■ to all its members 
below the age of 26. The S. P. State 
Young People's Committee is to act as judges. 
Ten £ ' 
prizes. 

Another new League to be organized un 
der the auspices ef the National Office is 
at Lansing, Mich. 

After magnanimously giving the" Nation- 
al organization a two weeks' "try-out," the 
Irving Park (Chicago, III.) Y, P. S. L. de 
cided to withdraw from the Federation. ^ A 
new Y. P. Socialist League was organized 
and promises to be a splendid success. 

N. Y. C. District Committee has arranged 
for a- Short Story Writers' Contest, open 
to all members of the League. ~ Prizes con- 
sist of books and subscriptions. 

Efforts are being made to add Illinois to 
our column of organied States with the be- 
ginning of the new year. 

PLAYS. 

RosHndale (Mass.) produced "The Lion 
Sleeps" at their Labor Day Concert and En 
tertainment. Program given entirely by 
Yipsel talent and was a big success in every 
way. 

Trenton (N. J.) played "The Night Before 
Election," by Comrade L. Alexander, at their 
entertainment October 10. Music was fur 
nished by the Y. P. S. L. Orchestra and by 
their Fife and Drum Corps. Anthony Spair 
spoke. 



m 





EDUCATION. 

The first of the New York City Inter- 
League debates was won by Manhattan. The 
affair was a splendid success in every way. 
More than 500 people attended. 

Rochester (N. Y.) has a Study Class in 
debating and parliamentary law. 

Comrade Rosen has again resumed charge 
of Circle Bronx No. 1 in their educational 
work. They are planning a course of lec- 
tures. 

SOLIDARITY. 

Talk about working for others, Rochester 
certainly shows a fine spirit of comradeship. 
They are to assist the Local in their Elec- 
tion Night Rally. A committee has .been 
elected to help in the work connected with 
the Co-operative Store. November 14 a Do- 
nation Package Party is to be held in 
order to secure donations for the Fair to 
benefit ^he W. P. Labor Lyceum, December 
10. They are running their annual Vaude- 
ville, proceeds for the benefit of Local Roch- 
ester and the W.W P. Lyceum building. 

They have a . Hallowe'en Dance scheduled, 
so has the Comrade Club, Hudson County, 
N. J., Peoria, HI., and several others.. Just 
a quiet tip on this line, make a careful note 
of your programs, the games you play, etc., 
and send all details to this Office. Will come 
in handy for nest year's program. 



THE LITERATURE CAMPAIGN. 
HIP! HIP! HOORAY! 

We did get there, I knew we would. One 
hundred thousand, not such an awe-inspiring 
achievement, but still it's pretty good for a 
beginning. The leaflets will be out in a few 
weeks now and then will come the work of 
distributing. We -must make them count 
in our Winter activities. The Leagues that 
made this achievement possible are listed 
below. It is a roll of honor list; is your 
League on it? If not, it ought to be. Get 
busy at once and see what you can do about 
it. But for those fellows who have sent 
in a pledge without money, remember, the 
printer must be paid. So get busy and pay 
np your pledges. No leaflets will be sent 
out until paid for. And the others, those 
who meant to order but forgot about it, 
remember, although I have had a few thou- 
sand extra copies printed, this edition is lim- 
ited, if you want to .get your leaflets with- 
out delay, send in your order through their 
State Secretaries: all others direct from the 
National Office. 

Name- 
Brockton, Mass. . . . 
Arlington, Wash. . 
Chicago, 111 



Kokomo, Ind. 
Boston. Mass. . . . 

Harvey, 111 

Peoria, 111 

Colorado Springs, 
Cincinnati, Ohio . 
South Bend, Ind. 
New York City .. 
Boston, . Mass. 
St. Paul, Minn. . 
Springfield, Mass. 
New York State. . 
St. Louis, Mo. . . 
Lawrence, Mass. 

Total 



Colo. 



Order 


Paid 


Due 


600 


$1.00 




1,000 




$1.60 


20,000 




20.00 


20,000 


6.00 


14.00 


20,000 


10.00 


10.00 


1,000 


1.G0 




1.000 


1.60 




1,000 


1.60 




1,000 


1.60 




1,000 


1.60 




1,000 


1.60 




. 1,000 




V.60 


20,000 




20.00 


1,000 




1.60 


1,000 


V.60 




2,000 
10,000 


3.20 




10.00 




1,000 


1.60 




1,000 


1.69 





....104,500 $44.60 $67.80 



The Labor Premiers of the five 
States in Australia held a conference 
with Prime Minister Fisher, of the 
National Parliament, at- Melbourne, 
for the. purpose of outlining a pro 
gram to put uniform legislation thru 
the law-making bodies over which 
they preside. There are ^numerous 
general laws that have been enacted 
by the capitalistic parties that are so 
confusing and contradictory that they 
must be corrected immediately. 



NOTE.— In. this column there Is traced, trom 
week to week, the development of a typical 
Young People's Socialist League. The suc- 
cesses and failures are mirrored here and 
the chances are that you will find some of 
your' own here set forth. Each installment is 
practically complete, in itself, but it is advis- 
able to follow the story regularly. 

THE DRUM COftPS. 

In considering the. development and 
the results obtained from this venture 
we will have to run a little ahead of 
the time of our story. But when we 
consider/ the great influence "that it 
had in the work of both League and 
Party, we will find it well worth 
while. 

When the seceding group of the old 
"Excelsiors" withdrew as a protest 
against the Corps joining and calling 
themselves the "Fourth Regiment 
Corps^.' they came over to the Y. P. 
S. L. in a body. The Yipsels and 
Party Comrades were not slow to rec- 
ognize their value and soon a new 
"Socialist Fife and Drum Corps of 
Doe County" was organized. Most 
of the active young fellows enrolled 
under the instruction of either the 
fife major or the drummer. At first 
matters did not go along any too 
smoothly, they were not all 'Socialists 
in the Corps, and some of them ob- 
jected to any strong ties with the 
Party. Of course, the Major, Joe 
Williams, himself a "red" of long 
standing, and a splendid musician, 
could handle those fellows all right. 
But most of the members, being live 
youngsters and none too settled in 
their way of life, would go off on a 
"tear" every once in a while, and 
they'd do it in a manner that was 
quite horrifying to some of the more 
"respectable" Socialists. There was 
no real harm meant or .done, but it 
was certainly a task to keep" the 
"Trommlers" to anything like the dis 
cipline some' old folks thought should' 
be observed. 

* * * * 

Finally one of the oldest comrades 
in the movement, a real veteran if 
ever there was one, spoke to them 
very seriously. He realized that they 
were young, "he said, and he would 
never lose patience with them because 
of it. He had been young himself 
once, so he knew. Better order must 
prevail, or else they would hurt, not 
only the good name of their Corps, 
but of the Party as well. He looked 
to them to preserve order in their 
own ranks, to silence their critics. 
That little speech had the desired 
effect, and from that time on a strict 
discipline prevailed, stricter by far 
than many of the knockers had ever 
believed possible, but it was the best 
kind of discipline, the only kind that 
ever works, not handed down from 
lords above, but democratic self -disci- 
pline. 

The co-operation between the Corps 
and the. other divisions of the move- 
ment was splendid. A Free-Speech 
fight occupied the Local's attention at 
the time and a big parade was organ- 
ized.' The Socialists made a fine 
showing and they did so with their 
own music. Soon after this a move- 
ment was started to get suitable uni- 
forms and through the efforts of their 
many friends enough money was 
raised, not only to get the suits, but 
to buy out the whole equipment of 
a Corps that had gone out of busi- 
ness. 

After that their progress was even 
more rapid. Their membership grew 
apace with their influence and soon 
the Socialist Corps was recognized 
as being one of the best of its kind. 
A Tournament was held in a near- 
by city and the boys were invited to 
attend and enter the competitions. A 
long discussion was held as to wheth- 
er it was advisable for a Socialist 
Corps to enter into competition 
against, and thus co-operate with, 
other organizations whose members 
might hold very different political 
views. It was decided that such ef- 
forts on our part would only go to 
prove that the Socialists were prac- 
tical, every-day humans, and would 
do much to remove the prejudice that 
existed against the mere name of our 
movement. 

* * * * 
They filed their entry, in the compe- 

tition and for the next month every- 
thing was suspended in favor of train- 
ing. They "centered their attention on 
two tunes that were to be played at 
the meet, and one 6f them was the 
"Marseillaise." Everything ran ac- 
cording to schedule, and in spite of 
their bucking some of the best corps 
in the country, they carried home one 
of the dearly prized trophies. What 
a jubilee they had when they reach- 
ed the old Clubhouse! Nothing was 
too good for them. And the Party 
in the city where the tournament had 
been held extended a standing invita- 
tion for the whole Corps to visit at 
the liocal's expense, a well as asking 
for information on how they could 
organize such a body. They explain- 
ed that the boys' victory had aroused 
more interest and discussion on the 
topic of Socialism than any dozen 
meetings they had had, while the spec- 
tacle of the name "Socialist" in big 



"Splendid! Splendid! 
Beyond Compare!' 1 



This is what Comrade I. L. BURGESS OF NEWPORT 
NEWS, VA., has to say about "LABOR IN POLITICS," Robert 
Hunter's incomparable book. 

He is not the only, one who feels enthusiastic after reading 
the work. 

JAMES O'NEAL, State Secretary of Massachusetts, au- 
thor of "Workers in American History" and other books and 
pamphlets, writes: 

"I have just finished Robert Hunter's new book, — LABOR IN 
POLITICS, and I am glad to say that in my judgment, it is one of 
the most important and valuable books that our movement has pro- 
duced." 

ALGERNON LEE, author, editor, and director of the 
Rand School, says: 

"I most heartily congratulate the. National Office on having pub 
lished this book. It fills a very real need in our party literature. It 
has a two-fold use — on the one hand our own comrades may well 
give it careful study in order to get a sound understanding of the 
relations between the political and the industrial movement of the 
workers in the United States. On the other hand, it is just the thing 
to offer to any thoughtful young unionist who has not yet been con- 
• vinced of the Socialist position." N ■■ ' 

Do not deprive yourself any longer of the pleasure of read- 
ing this book if you have not yet ordered your copy. 

Do not deprive your f ellow-workingmen of the benefit they 
may derive from this book by not selling or giving them a copy. 

100 copies $15.00 express collect 
10 copies $2.00 express collect 
1 copy 25 cents, prepaid 

NOTICE. — To anyone who buys four sub-cards or gets 
four subscriptions to THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST we shall 
send a free copy. 

National Off ice Socialist Party 



803 W. MADISON STREET 



CHICAGO, ILL. 



What to Read on Socialism and 
^ Allied Subjects ^ 



HE Information Department of the Socialist Party has just com- 
piled what is without doubt the greatest reading guide for those 
who wish to study Socialism and economics that has thus far 
appeared on this continent. , 

This reading guide does not merely contain the books published by 
The Socialist Party or other Socialist publishers. It CONTAINS THE 
NAME OF PRACTICALLY EVERY BOOK ON SOCIALISM THAT HAS 
BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

Some of the books classified are out of print and can only be obtained 
in libraries, but they have been included for the sake of completeness. 
The classification is made as follows: 
1. General Works 



Historical 
Theoretical 



4. Socialist Indictment 

5. The Socialist Program 

6. The Socialist Party 



There is also an author index, a subject index, a title index and a cost 
of classification, so that any book you happen to think of, whether you re- 
member the author, the title or merely -the twice, can "be found at aiiy mo- 
ment. " ; 

There are also chapters on WHAT TO READ ON SOCIALISM as well 
as suggestions for A SHORT COURSE IN SOCIALISM, A COMPLETE 
COURSE IN SOCIALISM and a list of THE BEST SINGLE BOOKS. . 

This book is the result of the most careful and thorogoing work on 
the part of the entire force of the Information Department of the Social-; 
ist Party. * 

It is off A-ed to you now at the actual cost of production, which is 

5 CENTS PREPAID 

One copy FREE for a list of 4 subscribers to The American Socialist 
jit 6 cents c&ch* 

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY, i 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. " 



letters being paraded through the 
streets on the bass drum of a crack 
Corps had started a host of peopra 
thinking. 

After that their history, was very 
much the same year in arid year out, 
the members grew older, married, and 
in time their sons entered the Junior 
Corps. New blood came in from the 
ranks of the Y. P. S. L., ^ach organ- 
ization helped and fed the other, while 
the older members became the secre- 
taries, organizers, speakers, and can- 
didates of the Party organization. 
s Its customs became set and well es- 
tablished, one after another the old- 
timers received their gold medal for 
fifteen years' continuous service; one 
after another the young benedicts re- 
ceived the- Corps' Morris-chair wed- 
ding present together with the loan 
of two pairs of boxing gloves, these 
to be used in squaring things with 



banks to reduce their interest charges 
to borrowers during the days of stress 
wifie for being out late on tHe night+in the financial and business world* 



of the party. One after anotner the 
Juniors took their place in the line 
and received the dark blue and red 
uniform of the regular Corps. And 
the trophies kept coming in, twenty 
or more of 'them, to say nothing of 
the individual prizes and the State 
Championship. 

And year after year, whenever they 
were called upon, at campaign meet- 
ings, picnic, or parade, the Corps did 
its' duty for the Party, and through 
this service and ^ comradeship demon- 



strated its loyalty to the working- 
class. . " 

NOTE. — This story, in greater part, nan 
been taken from the actual achievements e»l 
the "Socialist Fife and Drum Corps of Hudson- 
County, N. J." This body has shown Auchf 
splendid success that there ought to be one 
of its kind in every fair-sized local in the 
country. Anyone interested can write to the 
Major of the Corps, Joe Gilliar, 256 Central 
avenue, Jersey City, N. 3~, for information ami 
suggestions on its organisation. 



HOW THE BANKERS ROB US. * 
At great intervals some government^ 
official breaks the chains that are* 
supposed to bind the political slaves 
of the old parties arid speaks right} 
out. John Skelton Williams, control- 
ler of the currency, is an official of 
this kind. He recently told the Ken- 
tucky Bankers' Association of the ef- 
forts he had made to force national 




following the outbreak of the Euro- 
pean war. 

"Of the 7,615 national banks in the 
«oUntry," declared Williams, "1,020 
have sent in detailed 1 reports show-, 
ing that they have received an aver- 
age of 10 per cent or more on loans.? 

He cited, without giving names, in- 
stances in which the rate ran up to 
40, 60, 1,000 per cent. In one case,' 
that of a woman who borrowed $3.50 
for six days, he said the bank charged 
$1, or 2,400 per cent. 

"These banks," continued Williams*, 
"are authorized by the government. 
To an extent, at least, they have be- 
hind them the sanction, the prestige 
and the protection of the American 
nation— and lending $3.50 for six days 
4.0 a washerwoman or a laborer's or; 
a farmer's wife, at 2,400 per cent. * 
"As somebody once said of drug- 1 
gists' profits on powdered chalk, Tfc 
gets out of the range of percentage 
into larceny from the person. Three: 
hundred per cent will make anarch- 
ists srkmtly, faster than all the I. W. 
W. apostles who can bawl. When 
national banks chartered by the gov- 
ernment disappoint and depriye toil of: 
its just reward, and stimulate resent* 
ment, we have prepared and f ertilized' 
the soil for a fearful crop of disas- 
ter." 

This -condition of -courFe will not be 
entirely solved until all the banks arft 
in the hands of the government arid, 
the governrrient is in the , hands ipf 
the people. .In the meantime, how* 
ever, the -National Socialist Party, 
has issued a petition for general cit; 
eulation" throughout the nation, catt- 
ing on congress to tfemedy certain 
banking evils. Those wishing to .cir- 
culate this petition should write ft 
tlttr National Office, Socialist Par*g 
i «03 vWest>MMisoii i igsppet* Chicago, |B 



